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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board ptior to awarding licenses for slot
operators; = - ® Cwee= 7 P E e -
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Wl e
QOrganization, 1t any:

Employer: Cospn O (“(‘_0 o1 \ne

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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| have been a resident of Queen Village since August 1980. My family and |
were pioneers, the first inhabited house on the 700 block of Passyunk Avenue.
We and other residents of Queen Village have made a considerable investment
of money, resources and time to reclaim this area and convert it from low
revenue generating tax base to a high one. With the opening of all of the

businesses on Columbus Boulevard including IKEA, Home Depot, Best Buys and

many others, the traffic congestion on Columbus Boulevard is becoming more
than a nuisance. There is only a single exit of -85 to Columbus Boulevard in the
Society Hill/Queen Village/Pennsport area. It is already over taxed with traffic
and the trip home has been markedly extended for residents of these areas. The
addition of gambling in this highly congested residential area will create the
following problems: :

1. A lowering of property values

2 A safety-issue for our children with more traffic on the streets and a lack
of City of Philadelphia resouirces to provide more police traffic management
during peak periods.

3. Significant additional congestion and a lack of parking for local
residents in an area already crunched by the influx of new residential
construction. The current roads are not adequate for the expected increase in
traffic. The impact of South Street on weekends has already created parking
issues for Society Hill and Queen Village residents and the additional draw it will
receive from gambling patrons will make the area unlivable.

In addition to these logistical issues there are other, more fundamental issues
that gambling creates in a residential community. We only have to look across to
New Jersey to see the experience of the residents living close to the boardwalk.
Gambling creates pawn shops, prostitution, and violent crime and becomes a
magnet for the homeless and panhandiers. It will also increase property crime in
an area that already has its share. :

There are other areas of the City of Philadelphia that would be better suited for
gambling. These include (1) the Sports Complex. There is plenty of parking and
a great deal of down time when these lots are not used. This site has a ready
customer base of Eagles, Phillies and Flyers tans who might be eager to have a
place to go after a game; (2) The Naval Shipyard. It has parking, is under utilized
and could be the beginning of hotel development, a true cruise ship port and
entertainment center for cruise visitors to Philadelphia. Moreover, ship sizes
would not be impacted by the Walt Whitman Bridge. Both of these sites have
good access to |-95, |-76, Delaware, New Jersey and all of the five county
Philadelphia area. There is SEPTA service to the sports complex with the
prospect of shuttle buses or even a subway extension to the Naval Shipyard site.

It appears that site selection is being influenced by people who have a financial
interest in real estate rather than the social, economic and environmental impact
on the residential communities in the proposed Reed Street site.
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My family and | strongly oppose any attempt to harm the sense of community
and neighborhood for which Philade!phia has stood out among first class US
cities. If gambling is necessary, and | don’t believe that it is given our proximity
to Atlantic City, then in the interest of the public, it should be placed in an area
that has the smallest impact on quality of life. Delaware and Reed is not such a

site.

Stephen Rosenzweig




Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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Fregory oS Pagans, PE

ATTORNEY AT LAW

May 31, 2006
Office of the Clerk
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P. O. Box 69060
. Harmisburg, PA 17106
S A St i RITRT e

RE: COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE EVIDENTIARY
RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

Dear Members of the Board:

I was born and raised in this fine City and went on to raise my five children here,
graduated Temple Law and now practice in a center city law firm. I believe in Due
Process and in Rules of Order. The people of Philadelphia have not-had the- nght to . -
exercise either,

I enjoy the walk after work to my home in Pennsport. 1 particularly treasure passing
our incredibly impressive historic area. In the early spring through the fall tourists are
lined up for tours all day long and into the evening. They can be seen standing and staring
in-awe at-our -great monuments. It is Philadelphia‘ History, heritage America. -

Casmos w1l| offer nothmg to thls crty but a new culture of touri sts bringing with it
trafﬁc gridlock and increased crime. Philadelphia is not an appropriate town to host such
an industry. Those of us who have worked hard to make this city great do not want them

i here T " _. © - e S R o e

. My oldest son, his wife and two of my eleven grandchildren also live in Pennsport. It
is a joy to have them so close and a daily part of my life. Our homes are less,that one
tenth of a mile from the proposed Foxwoods site. If construction proceeds as planned our
quality of life will undoubtedly change sngmficantly This will not be tolerated.

R ' : Smcerely,
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5 Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the foliowing comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators;
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Pennsylvania
‘Gaming-Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: .
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considercd by the Pennsy[vama Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for siot

operators:
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May 30, 2006

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
Post Office Box 69060
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17106-9060

Aftn: Public Comment
To Whom It May Concern:

As a resident of South Philadelphia my whole life, and more particularly, a resident of
the waterfront area of Philadelphia for over eighteen (18) years, you are advised that |
am in opposition of the proposed casino site at Columbus Boulevard and Reed Streets,
known as the proposed “Foxwoods” casino.

You must, with all due respect, reject the proposal of Foxwoods and their backers. |
and my neighbors do not want a Casino in our backyard. This casino is proposed to be
constructed approximately four (4) blocks from my beautiful home in my upscale
neighborhood. Homes in my neighborhood are selling for approximately $400,000, and
more specifically, new construction’s asking price only one half {}2) block from my home
is $699,999 and over. Thus, it must be concluded that Foxwoods' credo that my
neighborhood and area are a blighted one is distorted and frankly erroneocus and/or
misleading. This categorization is a strategy to get approval for their casino by making
the claim that they will enhance our neighborhood. You are advised that our
neighborhood does not need enhancing, at ieast that prescribed by Foxwoods. A viable
comparison would be to ask the question: "What type of enhancing has been done for

_ the residents of Atlantic City — none”™!

| hope you realize that my letter constitutes thousands of letters for those individuals
who cannot voice their opinions and requests in writing, but have had theur desires

- expressed in person and during some of our recent protests.

My neighbors and | do not want a Casino built in South Philadelphia, and more
specifically, in our neighborhood, where “everything is dumped” — movie theatres —
sporting stadiums, etc. Enough is enough. Gridlock is starting to be a real problem with
the construction of the lkea and Lowes facilities in the newly-created malls, on
Columbus Boulevard, coupled with the previous constructions of the home improvement
centers. '

Quality of life particularly in today’s environment is so crucial to all of us in this country.
We strive to achieve a better life — a life free of drugs, altercations, murders and just a
better well-rounded life style — just like the life-style that my sisters and brother enjoy in
the Charlottesville, Virginia area and in the suburbs of Indiana and Long Island, New
York. | want the same life-style that they enjoy; to build a casino in my neighborhood
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will destroy my 'quality of life and those of
and drugs will be rampant; altercations and

For once, government must honor the desi
is a viable, meaningful and life-enhancing re

" Therefore, with all due respect, what do we
.. Are our letters and petitions enough? Plea

'my children and my neighbors. Prostitution
armed robberies will prevail.

res of those they govern, particularly when it
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need to do to have you respect our wishes?

se advise what is needed to stop this action

of building a casino in South Philadeiphia on Columbus Boulevard, and | will garner our

neighbors to take the necessary action requ
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_Sincerely,
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Gaming C.ontrol Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF ’T!E PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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Gaming: Gontrol Beord

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
opcrators
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gammg Control Board prior to awardmg licenses for slot
o ¢ Operators:. o= o~ = g .o S e o
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WILLIAM F. KELLER, MEMBER

L ¥ COMMITTEES

AGING & OLDER ADULT SERVICES
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

LABCR RELATIONS
o ey URBAN AFFAIRS
+ 3 ; )
Honze of Representatites:
(%EH)-I\?MONWEAI?']I‘}-I gF PENNSYLVANIA FREED 1

HARRISBURG

v ’ S r ‘Q..

S May22,2006 0 . . | f‘—-mﬂsm
Mr. Frank Donaghue BBﬂmm*‘Pgﬁ.EL

Chief Counsel

" Pefinsylvania Gaming Coritrol Board ~
PO Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

— ErCwame i - B - A

- CERTIFIED MAIL/RETURN RECEIPT

Dear Mr. Donaghue:
: I am writing to you to cxpress my strong and unwavermg opposition to the
grantmg of the proposal by Philadelphia Entertainment and Development Partners, LP
{(Foxwoods Casino Philadelphia) to build a 16-acre casino and entertainment fac111ty on South
Columbus Boulevard, between Tasker and Reed Streets.

| have recewcd numerous letters and telephone calls from the residents of the

neighborhoods which would be affected by this proposal. These residents are very much
concerncd about the negative traffic implications during construction, the social costs of the
project, the impact the traffic and overdevelopment will have on their homes and neighborhoods
and the adverse affect upon the existing businesses.  Additionally, a recent study has shown that
this proposal would generatc less tax revenue than the other sites in consideration. I must
uncquwocall y state that I I am opposed to the development of this area in this manner.

Bt

- _ y—
T : = '.‘M - -

_Again, 1 cannot express to you str_ongly enough my opposition to this plan. As
one who has spent a lifetime living and working in the neighborhoods that will bear the brunt of
this proposed casino development, 1 urge this Board to reject Foxwoods’ proposal. The location
they have chosen simply cannot adequately sustain such a venture, and in the end, the taxpayers
will fail to see the fruits of the legislation we worked long and hard to craft in their favor.

Thank for your consideration.

Sincerely )’éurs,

William F. Keller



[P,

Pernins

;

Gaming-Control Board R~

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considerecki_by__lt_he Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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JEFFREY M. LEVINSOHN & ERICA J. GLOSS

I I

April 18, 2006 APR 2 4 2005
Gaming Commission ) ' Clerk PGCR \
Office of the Clerk __Boa (Y - _

PA Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106

1

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is a statement of opposition to the proposed slot pzirlor on Christopher
Columbus Blvd. and Reed Streets in Philadeiphia. The Foxwood Casino Development
Company should not be allowed to develop this facility at that location.

The development of this gaming facility at that location will increase the amount of
traffic in surrounding residential neighborhoods. It is estimated that 70,000 cars would
travel on Columbus Blvd. every day. This will result in cars and busses traveling to and
from the west using Washington Avenue and Christian Streets, which are already
extremely crowded and have limited parking.

Additionally, there are many schools, playgrounds and religious facilities in very close
proximity. Parents who do not wish to expose their children to gambling will not have
that choice.

We urge you (o prohibit the Foxwood Casino Development Company from building this

facility on Coluinbus Blvd. and Reed Streets.

Sincerely,

2 ™ Grnen

Jeff Levinsohn & Erica Gloss






Office of the Clerk | ;

Pennsylvania Gap‘ung Control Board , FILED
PO Box 69060 | :
Hamisburg APR 2 4 2006
PA 17106
Board Clerk PGCB

April 10 2006

Dear Gaming Control Board:

I object tcro any proposal by Foxwood Casino Development Company to build a
large slot parlor at Delaware Avenue (Columbus Boulevard ) and Reed Street in

e Phlladelphla"“" R S — s mﬁww—“m“*“ﬁ g

This development will severely increase automobile and bus trafﬁc and traffic
congestion; elevate potlution levels, make neighborhoods less safe for families and
children; and lower property values. A large scale casino development such as the one
proposed by Foxwood will negatively impact on adjacent South Philadelphia

neighborhoods including my own.

[ urge the Gaming Board not to approve locations for slot parlors which will result
in damage to Philladelphia’s residential neighborhoods. -

Yours sincerely,

James Dickinson
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Floyd Platton APR 2 4 2006
Pat Milliken

Board Clerk PGCB

April 12, 2006

Office of the Clerk

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board __ _
PO Box 69060 ' '
Harrisburg, PA 17106

We, the undersigned, live in the neighborhood which will be affected by the proposed
placement of the Foxwood Casino. We strongly oppose it.

1n recent years, a shopping complex was built on Christopher Columbus Blvd.,
betwen Snyder Avenue and Oregon Avenue which more than doubled the traffic on
Columbus Blvd., which had already been swelled by previously-constructed strip
malls with a Super Fresh market, a Home Depot, an Old Navy and a Wal-Mart.

At any time of day or evening, any day of the week, traffic on Christopher Columbus
Bivd., an essential artery for anyone traveling from Center City to South Philadelphia,
is reduced to an agonizing crawl. Placement of a casino at Reed Street, with
accompanying access ramps to 1-95, would be disastrous.

This is a residential neighborhood. We cannot accomodate the additional
stress put on our community by the proposed placement of the Foxwood
Casino.

- . oy ~ - prew -
- - - - S & .-:—E -

Pat Milliken
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Dear Bbard Members:
South Philadelphia is a densely populated area of two and three storey row
houses. Block after block, the houses shelter families with children, the
needy, the infirm and the elderly.

Please, please, please, we do not want, we do not need slot machines.

We need streets that are safe to cross, and clear enough for the firemen and
ambulances.

Please come to visit our neighborhood. We have no lawns, we have no side
yards, we have no place to park our cars, let alone a casino.

| urge each of you to vote “no” for the proposed casino at Columbus Blvd. and
Reed Street in South Philadelphia.

Very truly yours

Arleen Weinstein

l
i}

1)



RICHARD L. BEHIRh,r CLO JOAN H. BEHR
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APR 2 4 2006

| Board Clerk POCB__

April 11, 2006

To: Gaming Commission
P,0O. Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106

From: Joan and Richard Rehr QMW i Cﬁk

Commissioners, as residents of South Philadelphia we are strongly
opposed to locating any sort of slot parler at Columbus Blvd.

and Reed Street. One primary concern is the increase in traffic
that such a facility would create--many more buses and perhaps
70,000 cars traveling Columbus Blvd. every day. The idea of
another ramp from I-95 to Front Street in that area is
counterproductive for an already overdriven, overtraveled, over-
populated neighborhood,

Not only would such an enterprise be inappropriate in a
residential area, but also the negative effect on property values
clearly make this an ill-conceived proposal.

There are many other more appropriate and attractive sites along
the Delaware River. For example, the Jack Frost Sugar Factory
site is ideal - an already existing plant, situated along the
waterfront, and zoned for commercial use. Nicetown residents

are eager to have a casino, so why consider the Reed Street
area, the residents of which strongly oppose casino development
in their neighborhood.

We urge you to consider our opposition to the Foxwood proposal
in your decision on locations for Philadelphia casinos.
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Office of the Clerk 5
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board \ APR 17 2006
P.O. Box 69060 i
Harrisburg, PA 17106 _

\ Board Clerk P
April 10, 2006

This letter is to inform the PA Gaming Commission that we are against the proposed
development of a Casino at Delaware Avenue and Reed Street, Philadelphia, PA.

We live in and own a home near the intersection of 9th and Fitzwater with our baby
daughter. The proposed casino would increase traffic, crime, noise and general

.congestion in-our-family-based neighborhood.. . . - s - =

We have worked long and hard to transform this neighborhood into one which is safe and
pleasant for the families who have chosen to make it home, rather than leaving for the

suburbs. We will continue to fight to ensure that developments in this neighborhood align
with our goal of continuing to create a neighborhood that is clean, safe and child friendly.

We will not be deterred. We protest the proposed development of a slot parlor at
Delaware and Reed Streets as well as the plan for another ramp from 1-95 onto Front
Street. ' '




- Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators;

}\Iame: i ' lHach

Address:

Telephone
Organization, if any:i_esj_a!nn +

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

Diecse s oHackd] /eter,



Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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i verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

‘/._ln/ raa'lé\



Office of the Clerk

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

June 1, 2006

To Whom It May Concern:

My husband and I own a home in Queen Village, blocks from where Foxwoods has proposed
building a casino {on Columbus Blvd. between Tasker and Reed Streets}. We moved to the
neighberhood three years ago, primarily drawn to its quaint family atmosphere and quiet
streets. We have greatly enjoyed our home and our neighbors over the years, and have been
lucky enough to see our property significantly increase in value, However, we fear the addition
of a casino in our backyard would wash away the charm that has made this neighborhood so
attractive, and would ultimately cause many of the young professionals that occupy its blocks
to flee the city.

.
m ey =

I'm sure you've received hundreds of letters about the gridlock traffic, chaos and crime that

we would incur should the proposed casino be built. And I'm sure you appreciate the value of
these arguments. But my opposition to the casine isn’t based on these gloom-and-doom
theoreticals, it’s based on my previous experience, My husband and I lived in Manhattan for
three years, one of them in a high-rise apartment in Times Square.

As you probably know, Times Square is located en one of Manhattan largest streets and is
home to many of the city’s most famous venues, It's exciting, and entertaining, and absolutely
maddening to live near. The amount of tourists clogging the streets and sidewalks on a daily
hasis make it difficult and frustrating for residents to simply walk to work. The blare of car
horns and police sirens constantly filled our apartment—even on the 35 floor—and forced us
to always keep our windows shut. The clientele at night was suspect at best, with strippers
and drug dealers as present as the Broadway performers. The doorman in our building was an
utter necessity to maintain safety. And I rarely felt safe walking anywhere alone after dark.

Queen Village and its surrounding communities are nothing like Times Square. Our sidewalks
only occupy the occasional neighbors walking dogs, our streets are never filled with traffic, 1
feel completely comfortable walking to my gym at 9 o'clock at night, and I love to enjoy the
fresh air through my windows in the surnmer. A casino would undoubtedly destroy all of this.

Columbus Boulevard is already heme to several strip clubs. Right now, luckily, they don‘t
cause a problem for the residents. But I am certain that adding a casinc across the street from
these venues would attract a dangerous clientele. It would degrade our neighborhood,
devastate our property values, and ruin our guality of life.

‘I can only hope that you recognize how a casino on Columbus Blvd. between Tasker and Reed

Streets does not appeal to its locals. I hope that you realize the value of the inconvenience
you will be putting upon us, and that you ask yourselves this question before making your
decision: If all of the current families, professionals and retirees flee this community, who will
take their place?

I sincerely hope you do what's best for Philadelphia and vote down the proposed Foxwoods
casing in our neighborhood.

Y

Diana R. Wallach

Sincerely,
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

.. . considercd by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenscs for slot
©operators: P

Name:

Address:

Telephone

Organization, if any:
Employer. U MIVERSITY  0f  PaNNCYLVANIA

COMMENTS: (Plcase vse second page tf morc space is required)

PLeAsSE Sé& ATTACHED .
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Dear Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board,

Please allow me to express my strong opposition to the proposed site of a
casino along the Delaware River in South Philadelphia, the site known as
Foxwoods Casino. 1 am on the faculty at the University of Pennsylvania
and I have lived in this area for many years, however, | am very concerned
about the future of my community. This is the worst possible choice for a
casino for many reasons. First, the South Philadelphia neighborhood near
this site does not need revitalization, it is already booming with new
construction and rehabilitation of existing homes. A casino will only hurt
the widespread development that is already occurring, and it will most likely
depress property values. Second, traffic congestion, which is already a
nightmare, will certainly become nearly impossible at certain times, mainly
on the weekends. 1 am aware that traffic studies have been done, and the
casino has proposed additional lanes and ramps, but their studies are very
shortsighted. First, their traffic studies have not been done during the peak
summer season when traffic and congestion dramatically increases.

Second, these studies have not taken into account the tremendous increase in
traffic that will automatically occur with the further development of this
neighborhood. High rise condominiums and townhouse development is
already under construction or is in the preconstruction phase throughout this
area. We already have traffic problems, a casino can only add to them.

Lastly, rather than list all the other negatives surrounding Foxwoods casino,
let me briefly describe a better use of this land. The City of Philadelphia
Planning Commission has proposed two visions for the development of the
riverfront. The first is the “RIVER GREENWAY?” development plan in
which the rivers surrounding the city be zoned for “unrestricted public. -
access to the river’s edge”. This includes a waterfront setback with a
minimum of 50 feet for public use. Currently, Center City Philadelphia
and South Philadelphia has no large green spaces along the Delaware
River. Second, the planning commission has proposed the “New River
City” initiative, which encompasses development along the Delaware
riverfront to include urban housing, retail and waterfront recreation,
including a network of trails and open space. Therefore, a much, much
better use of this land would be for a riverfront park, a large open space for
the residents of South Philadelphia to enjoy. With the further development
of the high rise condominiums and townhouses, residents will need a place
to go for a walk (walk their dogs), meet with their neighbors, jog or play,
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and just sit and enjoy the waterfront. Please don’t take away our
waterfront.

I, Matthew C. Weber, verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

THattosr . Wotes
/ | /
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators

Name: 'DIA\/ lD S-;Q NDCR.S—

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:__\NDIVIDV A C

Employer: F&LE - € mRLOY Y

COMMENTS: (Please usc second-pagc if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

1, D:&'Ul B S“Afb 0 @NE Y verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.




WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

e i- -

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Tesmr HeeHT

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Organization; ifany:_ - - S . Lo s % G

Employer___ SE(E -

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

T. ('7\}3- la M_ verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my know}edge and belief.

o7 1N O
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May 30, 2006

Office of the Clerk
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

pmameny o b 2= PO BOX 69060 wtamy, - ;o __ - T e

Harrisburg, PA 17106
RE: Proposed Slots Casino Site on Columbus Blvd/Delaware Ave at Reed Street in Philadelphia, PA

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to raise concerns in regard to a proposed Slots Casino on Columbus Blvd/Delaware Ave
at Reed Street in Philadelphia, PA. The site is along a major arterial that has seen tremendous growth
in traffic in the past half dozen years to the point where traffic is already spilling over into the
adjacent residential neighborhoods as drivers try to avoid slow, stop and go movement along the
Boulevard. Putting a slots casino at this location would further aggravate traffic along the Boulevard,
impacting the level of service for vehicles and further degrading the ability of residents to walk to
destinations along the Boulevard. It will also add considerably more traffic in the adjacent residential
neighborhoods as drivers try to avoid the congestion along the Boulevard. There is no benefit o the
adjacent neighborhoods to be had from this location.

In addition to traffic impacts the proposed site would have other detrimental impacts on the adjacent
neighborhoods. Bus parking would be an immediate problem along with increased air pollution in a
densely populated urban neighborhood and its attendant impact upon respiratory diseases. This will
impact the young and old disproportionately. This area is also not equipped for the types of ancillary
businesses and activities that go with a major gambling location, both the licit or illicit activities.
Thére will be a'significant and detrimental impact upon the quality of lifé"and the provision of city
services (both everyday and emergency services) if this proposed site were to be used for a slots
casino.

This sitc can be summarized as ill-advised and detrimental to the health and well-being of existing
active and healthy neighborhoods in the South Philadelphia area. It should be rejected out of hand for
areas that are less densely populated and with better capacity to absorb the increased vehicular and
human activities from a slots casino.

Sincerely,

TR NS

Peter R. Hecht



Pennsylvania ;
Gaming Control Board L

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: s %

Name: - \\W/“QUI C(JUK

Address:

T

Telephone:

Organization, if any: ‘
Employer: 600 l( CU“S u ‘Ul '\L’\ 6 (‘UL),P
o U

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comment on Proposed Gaming SitesS:
Philadelphia Entertainment & Development Partners

Given: Gaming has been approved for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with 2 sites in
Philadelphia. There is nothing we can do about this now. So, let’s wotk together to make the best
of a bad situation.

1 find it difficult to understand that the PGCB holds exclusive rights to determine where the casinos
are placed no matter the input from the City of Philadelphia and the neighborthoods which will be
directly affected by these decisions. Residents in the neighborhoods surrounding any proposed site
deserve a voice equal to that of the developer and licensce. We live in the neighborhoods. It’s the

- quality of out lives that will be significantly impacted for decades after the dcvclopcrs and hccnsces
complete their project, leave town and scll to be next licensee” ¥

Granting a license for the proposed site at 10" & Reed is simply not a good idea. There is simply
not enough space. There are simply not enough roads and capacity to handle the estimated volume
of people and cars. There 1s simply no reason to build a casino IN a thoving neighborhood.

Qur necighborhoods are a treasured asset of Philadelphia. Families have been raised in the
neighborhoods surrounding 10" & Reed for up to 200 ycars. Children, parents, grandparents. The
fabric of our community will suffer significantly. Traffic. Congestion. Come. Safety. Would you
want to raise your children within blocks of a casino?

If Philadelphia must have 2 casinos, other sites located in previously industrial arcas away from
necighborhoods are a better choice.

Do not destroy what makes Philadelphia a great city.

1, S\\w \\E'.Ll = 5 COO K verify that the information contained in this

wiitten comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

M ylosk . \Vaﬁo(o




WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

Y

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hcaring. record and
_considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior 1o awarding licenses for slot
operators: S ' A

Name:

Address:

Telephon _ k
"_ofganizaﬁon, if any: ?OA B K SZ{ Vi (‘U( C ;<] <SS /
Employer: S&F /

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) s 7%

I verify that the information contained in this written
cd'mr/néﬁk true and corrget 1o the best of my knowledge and belief.

c 1.0 //’J‘O’
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
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I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Beard prior to-awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Namé:‘\)/L L AdA - M (C.Bc’ﬂ—_’

Organization, if any:

Employer: (IZWP(-( (.) N LS Y (b()lb(.!%) /‘ ;)EM)SYC,J,MU. A /‘[CSFO!TA’L—

AL /\J
COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) C et 24

Sec ﬁ*—kdu_é |

1 /DM /’a mfy that the information contained in this written

comment is true and c@ﬂt to the best of my knowledge and belief.




Dear Gaming Board members:

As a resident of South Philadelphia, | am very alarmed at the decision to offer our neighborhood
as a casino site, without considering the concerns of the area residents. Please consider
carefully the impact of adding a casino to South Columbus Boulevard, and try to envision this
happening in close proximity to your home.

+ Inserting a huge, limited appeal, entertainment complex into a residential & retail zone
shows little consideration for urban design & planning. The negatives obviously outweigh
the positives, which can be determined by reviewing the impact study (Final Report,
Philadelphia Gaming Advisory Task Force, 10/27/05, pp.111 —112).
http:iiwww phila. govigamingadvisory/pdfs/iPGATFE_Final Report.pdf One item in this
report identifies this site as being less than desirable because of its distance from other
entertainment zones. What influences a decision to ignore this data? s it the beautiful
view of South Camden’s decrepit waterfront that makes this site'so afttractive? - =

» This area has recently become very congested following the opening of the newest retail
complex below Snyder Ave. Regardless of the modifications proposed by the
developers, the volume of traffic will bring congestion, air quality, noise and litter to
unacceptable levels. If one of the by praducts of development is improved quality of life,
this type of development is the wrong approach.

» The increased volume of traffic has the potential to force residents away form this area,
which will eventually have a negative impact on the retail outlets situated nearby.
Statistical data also shows casino traffic is accompanied by increases in speeding and
DUI violations. Considering the recent increase in violent crime, the Phitadelphia Police
Department cannot afford to be burdened by an increase in workload of any type.

» The proximity to residential neighborhoods is inappropriate and iil-advised. When the
new civic center was built, the location was chosen for its proximity to other entertainment
and commercial areas. While the proposed casino is adjacent to retail outlets, how many
casing patrons are anticipated to top off their day of gaming with a shopping trip to Home
Depot? As far as other retailers feeling any benefit, most casino operations include a
variety of retail outlets under their roof, in order to capture every possible dollar. That
deprives the established retailers of revenue.

» Many residents of the surrounding neighborhoods chose to live here because it was
removed from this type of environment. Allowing a casino to invade this environment is a
betrayal of the taxpayers of this city and state.

*  While the casinos promise employment, they will draw from the entire region, adding to
the volume of traffic and congestion in this area. To assume that the surrounding
neighborhoods would realize any noticeable economic or aesthetic benefits from the
addition of a casino is foolhardy and ridiculous.

In closing, ! would ask each of to honestly consider how willing would you be to live within 4
blocks of a casino? Personally, if that's where | wanted to live, I would have moved to Nevada.
Except, I don't think in Nevada you can live that close to a casino because of their zoning
restrictions.

Sincerely,
A very concemed voter & taxpayer
Bill Jaibert

DM (et
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators: /)/
e s mName: /fﬁ__h( %A B S

Address:

Telephone:

Organization, if any:

Employer: /@F
Ny

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 {continued)
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I, /% AY% /‘%M verify that the information contained in this written
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cominent {s true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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ECEIVE
. Ms. Susan Hensel
Director of Licensing : MAY 2 3 2006
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board ‘
PO Box 69060 ) 508 LICENSING
Harrisburg, PA  17106-9060 —

CERTIFIED MAIL/RETURN RECEIPT

Dear Ms. Hensel:

I am writing to you to express my strong and unwavering opposition to the
granting of the proposal by Philadelphia Entertainment and Development Partners, LP
(Foxwoods Casino Philadelphia) to build a 16-acre casino and entertainment facility on South
Columbus Boulevard, between Tasker and Reed Streets.

1 have received numerous letters and telephone calls from the residents of the
neighborhoods which would be affected by this proposal. These residents are very much
concerned about the negative traffic implications during construction, the social costs of the
project, the impact the traffic and overdevelopment will have on their homes and neighborhoods
and the adverse affect upon the existing businesses.  Additionally, a recent study has shown that
this proposal would generate less tax revenue than the other sites in consideration. 1 must

* * unequivocally state that T am opposed to the development of this area in this manner. -

Again, | cannot express to you strongly enough my opposition to this plan. As
one who has spent a lifetime living and working in the neighborhoods that will bear the brunt of
this proposed casino development; I urge this Board to reject Foxwoods’ proposal. The location
they have chosen simply cannot adequately sustain such a venture, and in the end, the taxpayers
will fail to see the fruits of the legislation we worked long and hard to craft in their favor.

Thank for your consideration.

7 yours,

William F. Keller



April 10, 2006
To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing this memo to voice my concerns regarding the Casino project on
Ceolumbus Avenue in South Philadelphia. | live in Bella Vista and would not
appreciate this project in my neighborhood. Isn't that why Atlantic City is only 1
hour away? Please pass this on to the powers that be and thank you aII for all
o = your-hard work in-rallying for NO Casinos. Thank you.

Judy Maira




Pella Vista—;

United Civic Association 4 A

Mr. Tad Decker, Chairman
Penna. Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060
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April 19, 2006

Re:  Opposition to Foxwood Casino Proposal at Columbus Blvd and Reed Street
Dear Chairman Decker:

The members of the Bella Vista United Civic Association (BVUCA) are opposed to the proposed
plan to build a casino at Columbus Boulevard and Reed Streets in Philadelphia. Accordingly, we
have joined with the other surrounding community associations and are part of Riverfront
United.

Unfortunately, BVUCA was not given notice of the proposal and only leamed of it and the
hearings in early April 2006. As all of our board members volunteer their time and have other
demands of work and family, we were unable to participate personally to voice our opposition at
the hearings. However, we incorporate and echo the remarks made on behalf of BVUCA by the
representatives of Riverfront United who testified at the hearings.

In addition, in the past few days, we have circulated petitions for residents to sign who are
opposed to a casino at Columbus Blvd. and Reed Street. The attached petitions represent only a
few days of efforts. We plan to continue such cfforts and to work with Riverfront United in
opposition to the Foxwood Proposal.

Sincerely,
73
Jd 4
Brett T. Mapp, President, on behalf of
Bella Vista United Community Association

Enclosures



B Y

cc (w/enclosures)*:  Governor Edward G. Rendell
Penna. State Senator Vincent J. Fumo
j Penna. State Representative Babette J osephs

;' Phila. Councilman Frank DiCicco '

Philadelphia Gaming Advisory Task Force
g Qverfront United
*The enclosed petitions co?ltaiped ;private and confidential information and are not to be
distributed, copied or used for public use, or used for any other purpose than in connection
with opposition to a casino located near Reed Street and Columbus Blvd, Philadelphia PA.

b
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NO CASINO on Reed and Columbus Bl
I am OPPOSED to a Casino on Reed and Columbus

Traffic: Columbus Boulevard is already congested with traffic. The current infrastructi
of vehicles. The applicant estimates the traffic will peek over 80,000 vehicles per day
Foxwood Casino recommended adding additional access ramps to 195 from Front Stree
disrupt the community channeling traffic intd an 84% residential neighborhood.

Social Impact: Increased crime, trash and numerous social problems including addict
neglect, will cost our neighborhoods, families, schoois, children and institutions dearly.
handle the damage this casino will cause.

Please print requested information then add your signatur:

NAME '~ ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL
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Please print requested information then add your signature

NAﬂE ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL
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Please print requested information then add your signatun

NAME ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL
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Please print requested information then add your signature

NAME ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE | EMAIL
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Please print requested information then add your signature

NAME ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL
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BELLA®

NO CASINO on Reed and Columbus Bl
: I am OPPOSED to a Casino on Reed ahd Columbus

L

Traffic: Columbus Boulevard is already congested with traffic. The current infrastructu
of vehicles. The applicant estimates the traffic will peek over 80,000 vehicles per day ¢
Foxwood Casino recommended adding additional access ramps to 195 from Front Streef
disrupt the community channeling traffic into an 84% residential neighborhood.

Sbcial Impact: Increased crime, trash and numerous soclal problems including addicti
neglect, will cost our neighborhoods, families, schools, children and institutions dearly.
handle the damage this casino will cause.

Please print requested information then add your signature
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* BELLA

NO CASINO on Reed and Columbus B|
I am OPPOSED to a Casino on Reed and Columbu:

Traffic: Columbus Boulevard is already congested with traffic. The current infrastruct
of vehicles. The applicant estimates the traffic will peek over 80,000 vehicies per day
Foxwood Casino recommended adding additionat access ramps to 195 from Front Stree
disrupt the community channeling traffic into an 84% residential neighborhood.

Social Impact: Increased crime, trash and numerous social problems including addict
neglect, will cost our neighborhoods, families, schools, children and institutions dearly,
handle the damage this casino will cause.

Please print requested information then add your signatur

ADDRESS/ZIP CODE * _ PHONE EMAIL
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e | BELL:
i NO CASINO on Reed and Columbus B}
I_ am OPPOSED to a Casino on Reed and Columbus

Traffic: Columbus Boulevard Is already congested with traffic. The current infrastructu
of vehicles. The applicant estimates the traffic will peek over 80,000 vehicles per day ¢
Foxwood Casino recommended adding additional access ramps to 195 from Front Stree
disrupt the community channeling traffic into an 84% residential neighborhood.

SBc:al Impact: Increased crime, trash and numerous social problems including addicti
neglect, will cost our neighborhoods, families, schools, children and instltutlons dearly.
handle the damage this casino will cause.

Please print requested information then add your signature
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Please print requested information then add your signature

NAME ADDRESS /ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL, ~
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t . [ BELLA V]

NO CASINO on Reed and Columbus B
| I am OPPOSED to a Casino on Reed and Columbus

Traffic: Columbus Boulevard is already congested with traffic. The current infrastructur
of vehicles. The applicant estimates the traffic will peek over 80,000 vehicles per day ol
Foxwood Casino recommended adding additional access ramps to 195 from Front Street
disrupt the community channeling traffic into an 84% residentiai neighborhood.

i - ‘ :
Social Impact: Increased crime, trash and numerous social problems including addictic
negiect will cost our neighborhoods, families, schools, children and institutions dearly.
handle the damage this casino will cause.

i_._ . — - - i

Piease print requested information then add your signature.
; i 4 -
NQME ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL
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BELLA VISTA

Please print requested information then add your sigf;tuFé.
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Please print requested information then add your signature.

NAME ADDRESS/ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL
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May 23, 2006

Office of the Clerk
-~ » - -*=Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060
" Harrisburg, PA 17106

Dear Sir or Madam,

Please accept this letter in opposition to the proposed casino at Reed Street and
Columbus Boulevard.

As a long time resident of Philadelphia, specifically the Pennsport section of
South Philadelphia, 1 am troubled by the negative forces that would impact my
community as a result of the casinos.

The anticipated influx of traffic will overwhelm an already congested area,
causing an increase in air pollution and crime. It is wrong to unfairly burden the
community with these influences and lower the quality of life for the children and the
elderly in our community.

The price that our neighborhood children and adults will pay for the building of
these casinos far outweighs the benefits for the state of Pennsylvania.

: - g ——— .-

Thank you for your anticipated concern for the South Philadelphia communities
that will surely benefit from your consideration in regards to the building of the proposed
casinos.

Sincerely,

/@%ﬁé&/zﬁé

Patricia Steele
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Ms. Leigh-Ann C. Deissroth

May 23, 2006

Office of the Clerk

"Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106

s mEEeL gl s

Dear Sir or Madam,

Please accept this letter in opposition to the proposed casino at Reed Street and
Columbus Boulevard.

As a former resident of the Whitman area and a new homeowner and taxpayer in
the Pennsport section of South Philadelphia, as well as a public high school teacher, 1 am
outraged by the proposal for a casino at Reed Street and Columbus Boulevard.

The children of our city are already exposed to far too much crime, addiction and’
financial burden without being subjected to the negative influences that are sure to arise
as a result of a casino in the community. Our children are maturing into productive
citizens and contributing members of society despite the negative influences that already
surround them and do not need the unnecessary of burden of temptation a casino will -
bring. :

-+~ -+ The negative impact a casino would have on our children is just one of the issues

surrounding the proposal. Our community, which 1s;pr1mar11y residential, would be
exposed to an overwhelming influx of traffic and reduced parking, which is already
limited, as a result of a casino. Moreover, it is unfair to subject our community to the
increased crime rate and social decline that will follow the building of a casino.

Thank you for your anﬁc1pated careful consideration of the casino proposal and
the resulting impact your decision will have on the chlldren and communities of

Phlladelphla |

Sincerely,

- @\'_ ) | N

Leigh-Ann C. Deissroth

T 1 i | i e o e . 1158,
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

~ WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

We request that the following comments be made part of the public input
hearmg record and considered by the Pennsylvama Gaming Control Board
pnor to awarding licenses for slot operators:

ol Foln = o S = 4

Organization, if any: Bruno/Sachs ,
Employer: Self-employed l

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

We strongly protest the recommendation to uiSe the Delaware-Reed Street
Site for a slots casino. Both of us live and work in Queen Village and are
well aware of the many problems that such a casino would incur.

1. Traffic. The congestion, speed, and potenti:al for drunk drivers will
increase phenomenally. Having an off-ramp from 95 into Queen Village will

+ ‘Tuin quality oflife-and be a hazard to pedestrians. - -

2. Parking. .There is a dearth of parking currently in this neighborhood. The
influx of buses and cars would be highly detrimental and would take needed
space away from those who live and work in the area.

3. Crime. We have a relatively safe neighborhood where we are able to
recognize one another. With thousands of strangers mobbing the streets,
coming only to gamble, there will be an increased incidence of robbery, theft
and sexual harassment crimes.



4. Influence on the young people. Queen Village is a residential
neighborhood with parks, schools, and churches as the mainstay of family
and commumty life. We do not want our teens to be drawn into the seamy
side of casino gambling. &
Please take our recommendation to keep the slot gambling (and any other
kind) out of our neighborhood. ;

We, Judith Sachs and Anthony Bruno, verify.that the information
contained in this written comment 1s true and correct to the best of our
""knowlédge and belief. '

%74’@0@\
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Pennsylvania |
Gammg Conirol Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part ofthie public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsy]vama Gaming Control Board prior to awardmg licenses for slot
operators:

i RO E— ——— o

e e s s : R — v i s i e e e S
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Address;

Organization, if any: /Vo ne

Employer: éﬂcé é}g I J ég! wi2

4

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

Dear PGCB,

I live 4 blocks away from the proposed Foxwoods Casmo I am vehemently opposed to
this location. I also feel that the statc should not thC taken the city’s control of the
zoning for these sites. We know the areas better than anyore in Harrlsbur;: and our
~=communitiés-could have and shovld Havebeen ablé f(‘)r"pm\ridc our valmEblEnsigheduring ="
the zoning of these arcas. We should have the right {0 help decide the fate of our
communitics.
With regard to the planned development of the Foxwoods location, [ see the following
issues as being insurmountable if this site is chosen. I
1. Traffic. Our area already expericnces grid logkcd traffic conditions and this
development is planning to tncreasc the traffic by an estimated 50%. To make
matters worsc, they have yet to show a full, workable and detailed plan to
allcviate the increased traffic. This mcredbcd| traffic will strangle our developing
shopping district, doing damage to not only thc cxisting business, but also any
future business that would plan on moving here. Additionally this traffic would

be devastatmﬂ to the quality of life for the adjacent residential communities.
| :

-
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

2. This location 18 too close to a thriving remdcntml community. Some people have
said that 1-95 will form a protective barrier folr the neighborhood. I completely
disagree. The portion of I-95 in this area is a [Viaduct (bridge) and will provide
zero protection to the community, Drunken drivers and drunken pedestrians will
be free to enter our community.

3. This location does not have access to enough ;publm transportation (1.c. Mass
Transit Lines). I

4 This casino would not be the most profitable site for such a development. Other

et e, e CUITCOL PrOposals are more profitable. '
T T S  Yeel that this devclopment will have a negative impact o' property valies and =

this location would inflict the most property \faluc damage because of the large
concentration of restdential properties located ncar it.

i ’ I'hope (and also believe) that this Board will try to do what is best for Philadelphia and
it’s voting public. Please say “NO” to the casino at Reed St and Columbus Blvd.

. ' Sincerely,

Micah Ford ] '

o - . —tr— Mw s S - e el S - B m-ee eEErEireemman, e -
e T A, _‘:_;_‘!'_‘Pa_.n..,__--._‘:_-——-—-—v_' .._:--.-:-:____:'__J;w_ e D et — e

I, /‘7{6411 .,F:’/'d_ verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledgeland belief.
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Office of the Clerk

Pennsylvania Gaming Control board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

i
|
|
|
|
|
|
:
|
I
l
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e T E " ""Re: NO Casino on Reed & Columbus Blvd.
|
Dear Sir: :
|
* I'am a resident of the above-captioned site. i I strongly oppose the building of the

casino. It is a threat to the neighborhood. Presently, we are already overwhelmed with
heavy traffic on Columbus Blvd. Any given day, you will find numerous tour buses
going through our neighborhood and parking on the shopping lots all day. The limos also
congest the neighborhood mostly going to the “gentlemen’s club” for bachelor parties,
etc. The people of this neighborhood have worked:hard to keep this a safe one. Now,
with the casinos coming our quality of life will be cbmprised as well as our safety. I
work for the City of Philadelphia and am not permitted to move out of the city like some
of my neighbors are planning to do.  Please regist-:er this comment in the evidentiary
record. :

t

Maureen Wootten =—-—

T e e L : a -
Edward J. Wootten I1I M&Jm ez
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May 26, 2006

Office of the Clerk _
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

To Whom it May Concern:

Somewhere | have read that those people objecting to a casino on the Delaware at Reed and
Columbus Boulevard are in the minority, and that Firefox (or whatever the concern’s name is) has

" been negotiating with residents who afe encou raging of the project. If YOU have heard suth a thmg,
please keep in mind that it is a bald-faced lie. The residents'of all the neighborhoods in and near South
Philadelphia are OPPOSED to such a casino, and will do evely’chmg in their power to prevent it.

It is madness to put an enterprise whose goal is to solicit thlousa nds of patrons daily to an area that is
already saturated with residents, buildings and traffic, into an area which is increasingly congested

- because of new, and continuing residential building. The area in question has also just built 3 large
shopping center that attracts numerous people from outside the neighborhood, and there is simply
no room for any other traFﬁc~bringing project. NO ROOM!!!

Harrisburg has no right to impose is choice of locztion For any of these casinos. It is Philadelphia, and
Philadelphians, who have to live with the traffic, noise and litter (if not worse) that they will create,
and therefore it should be Philadelphia and Philadeiphians who decide where they should go. Why
John Street and the City Council have not REFUSED these plans is beyond me. There is a perfectly
good site in South Philadelphia: the Naval Shipyard. There is another good city site: the one
considered not long ‘ago for the basebal! field. Maybe there are other good sites, but they ate not the
ones Harrisburg has chosen. ,

Not the ones, no; but the one at Reed and Columbus is beyond srmply not the one”. It is OUT OF
 THEQUESTION. s ~oe = - o

k you,

/Eaucgk—-\

Ruth K. Crispin

[ g



Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

|
WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior t¢ awarding licenses for slot -
operators:

e VERRS  Prowretiisio, ZSa,

Address:

Telephone

Ofganization, if any:

Employer;

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

Ser ataitned



Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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L, V5 ad verify that the information contained in this written

comment 18 true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belicef.
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My name is Vern Anastasio. | am a founding board member of Bella Vista United Civic
Association, a resident organization representing a neighborhood that begins a mere six blocks
from the Delaware River. | am a real estate attorney who primarily focuses on large commercial
and residential development. I am father of two small children. | am a homeowner; a former
member of Philadelphia's Gaming Task Force and its Site Selection Committee and a life-long
resident of Philadelphia.

I submit this testimony because 1 love my city. And therefore, [ will speak on just one site:
Foxwoods' proposed casino at Columbus and Reed Street.

Everyone knows casinos will generate revenue and create jobs. Everyone knows that the State's
share of casino revenue will perimit Philadelphia's wage tax to fall dramatically. Everyone knows
the possibilitics.

But, as someone who owns a home within one mile of Columbus and Reed, let me say this - |
don't care how many construction jobs will be created or’how much revenuc will be gencrated if
a reckless casino development ruins my neighborhood and causes property values to drop.

Let me be clear - there s no single site that will do more damage to more people than the
Foxwoods site at Columbus and Reed.

Now let me tell you why.

First, there's the proposal for an 1-95 on-ramp - or as I call it Operation Eminent Domain. Let me
be crystal clear - this part of the Foxwoods proposals is an eminent domain nightmare for
Philadelphia's middle class homeowners. And frankly, we don't need conerete on-ramps as much
as we need middle class taxpayers.

In the wake of the Supreme Court's Kelo decision, there aren’t too many elected leaders in the
city of Philadclphia or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who will recklessly use ecminent
domain for a casino development. It could take more than a decade for Foxwoods to realize its
dream of an off-ramp. And honestly, it could end up costing more than anyone ever imagined.
Faced with these hard realities, Foxwoods could scrap this proposal, leaving many of the new
cars heading to the casino on our city’s streets, )

And that leads me to my second point-- the traffic. Conservative tratfic studies telt us that
approximately 50,000 cars travel Columbus Boulevard on any given day. if you lived anywhere
near the river, you'd know these numbers are accurate. Dénsity, congestion and mile-long traffic
jams are the norm. And all of this is before a Foxwoods casino comes to the area.

Now, imagine a massive casino smack dab in the middle of this mess. That means an additional
10,000 to 25,000 cars on any given day. More congestion, more density and more noise.

And here's the kicker - while Columbus boulevard is a wide highway, many of these vehicles
will travel through small, narrow residential streets that were created for horses and buggies --
not greyhound busses and SUVS - just to get to Columbus Boulevard and the Foxwoods casino
development. :

And finally, 1 will respectfully submit that there are other potential sites that are more
appropniate than Columbus and Reed.

For instance, the Trump site in the Allegheny West community is being embraced by many in
the community because it will create jobs, spur development and lead to much-needed amenities
like‘a supermarket and a school. The Trump casino can ignite economic recovery for an area that
has seen little prosperity in the past decade. The same cannot be said for Columbus and Reed.
Additionally, the Jack Frost site on North Delaware Avenue is the farthest from people's homes
than any other Delaware Avenue site. With a risk of property values dropping up to ten percent



CUI i

as a result of these casinos, this is a site that will have 11ttle or no negative impact on residential
property value. The same cannot be said for the Foxwoods casino at Columbus and Reed.

For all these reasons and for the many reasons so many of my friends and neighbors stipulated in
the three days of public testimony, I respectfully request that you choose not to place a casino at
Columbus and Reed Streets.

Qur city and its people are at your mercy. Choose wisel ;
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. Gaming Control Board

|
WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUlB;LIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvama Gaming Control Board pnor to awarding licenses for slot

-h-l-—— -, - " mﬁ- P
operators: ! EImA— L -1ng- T e

ST e e e e L
B T

Name: CHARLES PETRONIS

Address:

Telepho

Organization, if any:

Employer

[ %] % -u—'--"v*- * o i

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is rcqulred)

3

DEAR SIR, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY OPPOSITION 1‘0 THE PROPOSED CASINO AT

{ DELAWARE AVE. AND REEDS STS.

1. THE TRAFFIC THE MOVIE DRAWS IS VERY HIGH CASINO -FORGET ABOQUTIT.

. DELAWARE AVE. IS ALREADY A MESS PRACTICALLY ALL DAY LONG.

2. THERE ARE WAY TOO MANY STRANGERS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD SINCE THE ¥
o MOVIE WAS PUT IN. SCARY, A LOT OF DAMAGE IS DONE LATE AT NIGHT WHEN  *
na THE MOVIE LETS OUT i o R

3.TRASH IS RAMPANT IN THE MOVIE AREA ON THE STREETS WHICH THEY DON'T

'BOTHER TO CLEAN. THERE WILL BE MORE TRASH WHEN AND IF THE CASINO

: GETS IN. IF THEY WERE SERIOUS ABOUT WHAT THEY SAY THEN WHY ARE THEY °® -

"LEAVING THE AREA LOOKING LIKE A CRAP HOUSE. IF YOU HAVE GOOD INTENTS

+ CLEAN IT UP A LITTLE. ! s

A, i 7 e g

t : . ; s

verify that the information contained in this wmten ¥
comment 18 true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
1 request that the following comments be made part of tlic:: pl.iblic input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: ,
Sps e -*ru-—6-av</-w@ AN AT — skl

Address:

Telephone:

et

QOrganization, if any:
Employer: Tlr\o m Sonf '

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

Ohpintiin - Tadhon Comdow wo A Cagalid

I m verify that the information contained in this written

cofament is true and correct to the best of my kn0wlcdgc:: and belief.
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| Pennsylvania (N
Gaming Control Board R

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
- operators: "™ 7 T ' ' - T

Name: Eryssa- 'ﬁ/&@@ "W/\S

Address:

Telephon
Organization, if any: M_MWJM %’M&%ZZ;L
Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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_. Pennsylvania
[5> Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
- ——aOperators:_ - : P
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rganization, if an;
Employer: f Loy C/ﬂ&é <

COMMENTS: tf/ lease use second page if more space is required)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
~-considered-by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for siot

operators;
Avu Matin

Address:

Telephone|

QOrganization, if any:
Employer: éV‘CQJJ(CV‘ PlM MDM w Awflom

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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No al casino en Reed y Columbus Bouiev

Yo, me opongo al casino en Reed y Columbus Boulevard |

Trafico: Columbus Boulevard actualmente ya esta congestionado con el trafico. La actual infraestructura
vehiculos. Los aplicantes calculan que va a traer mas de 80,000 vehiculos por dia en Columbus Boulevarc
recomendado agregar vias de acceso adicionales al 1-95 de Front Street. La construcecrén podria interrum
comunidad en un 84% a los vecindarios residenciales.

Impacto social: aumentara el crimen, basura y numerosos problemas sociales incluyendo adicciones, dec:
familia, le costara a nuestra comunidad; familias nifios y instituciones de beneficiencia. Nuestra comunide
este casino causard.

La compariia ha declarado que su enfoque son las comunidades minoritarias y ptanean enforcarse en las cc
Afroamericancas y Asian para juegos de azhar y gastar su dinero en ¢l casino.

. P

Favor escribir la informacion solicitada y agrege su firma.

Nombre Domicilio/codigo postal Telefono Correo Electr
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No al casino en Reed y Columbus Boulevard

Favor escribir la informacién solicitada y agrege su fir

Nombre Domicilio/codigo postal Telefono  Correo Electré
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No al casino en Reed y Columbus Boul:ev

Yo, me opongo al casino en Reed y Columbus Boulevard |
Trafico: Colunbus Boulevard actualmente ya esta congestionado con el trifico. La actual infraestructura
vehiculos. Los aplicantes calculan que va a traer més de 80,000 vehiculos por dfa en Columbus Boulevare
recomendado agregar vias de acceso adicionales al 1-95 de Front Street. La construcecrén podria interrum
comunidad en un 84% a los vecindarios residenciales.

Impacto social: aumentard el crimen, basura y numerosos problemas sociales incluyendo adicciones, decz
familia, le costara a nuestra comunidad; familias nifios y instituciones de beneficiencia. Nuestra comunids
este casino causara, -

La compaiiia ha declarado que su enfoque son las comunidades minoritarias y planean enforcarse en las cc
Afroamericancas y Asian para juegos de azhar y gastar su dinero en el casino.

Favor escribir la informacion solicitada y agrege su firma.

Nombre Domicilio/codioo nostal Telefono Carren Flectr
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No al casino en Reed y Columbus Boulevard

Favor escribir la informacidn solicitada y agrege st fir
Nombre Domicilio/codigo postal Telefono  Correo Electrd
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION:

-

NO CASINO on Reed and Columbus Blvd.

I am OPPOSED to a Casino on Reed and Columbus
BECAUSE:

Traffic: Columbus Boulevard is already congested with traffic. The current
_bmfrastructure cannot handle the influx of vehicles. The applicant estimates the traffic
. will peak over 80,000 vehicles per.day on Columbus Boulevard. -Foxwoods Casino =™
t. -+ recommended adding additional access ramps to 195 from Front Street. The
. . construction would dlsrupt the commumty channehng traffic into an 84% residential
neighborhood.

Social Impact: Increased crime, trash and numerous social problems including
addiction, financial decline, family neglect, will cost our neighborhoods, families, -
schools, children and institutions dearly. Our community cannot handle the damage
this casino will cause.

Please print requested information then add your signature.

NAME ADDRESS/ZIPCODE  PHONE EMAIL
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