WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

Irequest that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
s e -c_ons_i_,dered.,by,thefP-_ennsylvania.Gaming__Contr_ol_B_?ar.d prior.to awarding licenses forslot_m . oo
operators:

Name: Benjamin Lang

Address:

Telephone!

Organization, if any:

Employer; | self employed

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

To The Gaming Control Boord-

| would like to enter the following letter a3 my public comment on the issue of casinos in Philadel-
phia.

LS .l'.am~wriﬁng 1o-express-my opposition to having a-casino;or quite possibly two-casinos built in my-—— ————
community. | am a homeowner living in the Fishtown section of the city, the neighborhood threat-
ened with two casino proposals.

The fact that Act 71, the bill to allow slof parlors, was possed sneakily in the middie of the night
without any input from the communities is very telling, The governmeni was abviously reluctant to
hear the people’s opinion, knawing full well it would be negative. The government is nol repre-
senting the will of its people.

I am forally, ethically AND aesthetically opposed to cosinos and gambling. [ realize that the states
are being burdened with a larger financial responsibility and that they are being forced to find
money from alternative sources, but | dont befieve that casinos are the answer, |t is g known fact
that with casinos come negative impacts on the quality of life for surrounding areas. There will be
increases in ¢crime such as muggings, prostifution, and theft which the police have not been able to
control sufficiently as it is. The traffic will become unmanageable; our streels can not hondle the
volume thot is expected, and the effect will spread throughout the neighborhood as the residents
find alternate routes 1o avoid casine traffic.  Studies have shown that property values will likely
decrease in the surrounding oreas. Problems with addiction and poverty already plogue our com-
munity without adding new sources, The casinos will be 24 hour, 7 doy a week nightclubs thot will




Comments; Page 2 (continued)

Aesthetically, | have yet to see a casino that is beautiful, or even attractive, since they are sprawl-
ing low rises with enormous parking focilities. Tasle is not universal, but | am strongly opposed to
wasting our city land, especially the woterfront, on what is essentially a big box store with slot ma-
chines. There is not even a reason that gambling has fo be on a waterfront; it could be anywhere!

As a citizen of Philadelphia, and a resident of Fishtown | am angry that | was not given a choice
about having gambling introduced into my society. The waterfront deserves better. It deserves to
have insightful planning and an outcome that is beneficial fo the residents of the communities it
serves, and Philodelphians as o whole. Development has been stalled on the waterfront for years,
not because there aren’t good solltions; but because everyone has been wailing for the time 1o —=== =
cash in. I've been to a lot of other cities that have great woterfront parks that are an asset to the
city, and they are not built around casinos. The parks along the Schuylkill are a fantastic asset to
Philadelphio, and | dont understand why the Deloware corridor can't be just as nice. We are in a
time of unprecedented interest in the waterfront and in Fishtown. There are fots of other options
of fostering growth and development in cur community that do not have to be based around gam-
bling. We owe it to ourselves and our city to consider them. Casinos are NOT the answer.

b Benjamin Long verify that the information contained in this wrnitten
" comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:,
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: . ... '
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

_ considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board pnor to awardm g licenses for slot
operators;

Name: (SA‘MPL f]’]"‘()@?

Address:

Telepho

Organization, if any;

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of A 6MVU f\ J , ] demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming

Control Board extend the Public Comment Penod beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. I require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.

Raie, set contmorks on. [2) albeduad etk




Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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Written Testimony to the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

By Sarah M. Thorp

June 2, 2006

{Individual Testimony presented orally at the Public Input Hearings, April 11, 2006)

There has not been enough time for adequate public input to the PGCB on
important matters that will forever change the quality of life in my neighborhood.

The issues associated with locating slot parlors in Philadelphia's dense, urban,
residential neighborhoods are extremely complex. There are virtually no models or
precedents to integrate facilities of this type in the United States. Because of this, and
because of the lack of complete information from the Category Il applicants at this date
{June 2), the June 2 deadline for public input is a poor attempt at getting information
from individuals and communities who will be the most affected by these facilities. | find
it appalling as a resident of Pennsylvania that | have been treated with such disrespect
by this gaming control board on this matter.

Many of the residents of Fishtown, myself included, are professionals with lvy-league
educations, and could have valuable input to the board IF WE ARE GIVEN ALL OF THE
INFORMATION AND GIVEN ADEQUATE TIME TO RESPOND TO IT. The current
timeline has been disgraceful, and has caused me to lose countless nights of sleep, and
not finish my thesis in time to graduate in May. | have volunteered to co-chair an
extremely capable team of my neighbors in Fishtown (the Casino Committee of the
Fishtown Neighbors Association) to submit a report on the impacts of the THREE
proposed facilities in our area. | fully support the conclusions outlined in that repont, and
have the following additional individual comments:

The HSP (Sugarhouse) proposal is extremely damaging to our neighborhood

« | have been studying architecture and historic preservation at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Design, and the proposal for the Sugarhouse site is “big-
box" architecture hidden underneath kitchy New Jersey shore frosting. It makes
no attempt to engage the surrounding neighborhood, and when | questioned lan
Cope, the HSP architect, on his design, he told me that their design was not
meant to engage or connect to the surrounding community at all.

» The HSP site is across the street from a res:dentlal communlly ThIS |s an
unacceptable place for a casino.

o The HSP site is too small to contain an ambitious project such as this. It has only
17 acres of useable space, and because of this the proposal has stacked the
massive 8-story parking garage right next to the main road, Delaware Avenue,
and placed its main entrance across from a ONE-WAY, RESIDENTIAL STREET
that patrons will use to enter the facility until the 1-95/Girard Avenue interchange
has new on- and off-ramps.

» The design for the HSP ‘temporary facility' is a gaudy, tent-like structure that
would also be sited directly adjacent to Delaware Avenue, causing an eyesore on
a street that has been experiencing revitalization in the last five years.

« The HSP site, even when the 1-95/Girard project is completed, will render
Delaware Avenue unusable to the local residents of Fishtown and before the
interchange is completed will destroy our residential streets. The massive
amount of cars predicted to visit the site each day traveling down Delaware Ave.



will mean that pedestrians like me who cross Delaware Ave every day to access
our only park, Penn Treaty Park, will have no access to the riverfront.

o The HSP site plan has virtually no public green space or riverfront access. Most
of the eight acres set aside for green space on the site are located inside the
'spaghetti’ of traffic lanes required to route cars into the facility. In order to access
the riverfront, pedestrians must either walk through the gaming floor, or walk
down the side of the eight-story parking garage (which is not directly accessible
by a pedestrian crosswalk across Delaware Ave) _

» The amenities included in the HSP (Sugarhouse) plan consist of a slots floor, a
diner, a buffet, and a fine dining restaurant. There is no attempt made to include
any entertainment other than gambling that would benefit the community of
Fishtown, which has currently no entertainment facilities for locals such as movie
theaters.

o The HSP company has tried to 'buy-off’ the local community by making very

~small token contributions to two local organizations. They have sent checks to
the Fishtown Athletic Club ($2,500) and to Holy Name School {($5,000). These
donations are on the edge of unethical, and do nothing to mitigate the massive
potential problems of this site,

The PNK {Pinnacle) proposal is slightly less damaging than the HSP proposal.

The Pinnacle site is more removed from the residential fabric of Fishtown.

The Pinnacle site is 33 acres—mare than large enough to provide buffers on the
edges of the property to prevent necessary facilities such as parking garages to
be located adjacent to the streets.

e The Pinnacle proposal includes amenities for locals such as a 14-screen movie
theater and a large water feature that will be frozen in the winter and used as an
ice skating rink.

e The Pinnacle proposal has space for local vendors such as retail businesses and
restaurants

e The Pinnacle proposal has made an attempt to provide public access to the
riverfront and adequate publicly accessible green space for recreation.

Please open another public comment period in the Fall of 2006 to allow for the
neighborhoods- affected by these projects to comment on the final proposals by the *
Category Il applicants when their applications are complete.



Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE lNCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the followitng comments be'made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gammg Control Board prior to awardmg licenses for slot

- um—_operators M"—L.ﬁ“m - & _ — _ - : =
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Name: 5 Lot Wh%l oL K-

Address:

ni.

Telephong)

Organization, if any:
Emplover: 66\{

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of _No¥ Thevn Libexd Ve5 ,} demand that the Pennsyivania Gaming Control Board
extend the deadline for Written Comments beyond June 2, 2006, to a date no more than 60 days
prior to the licensing of Philadelphia’s Category li facilities. i require more time to review the
potential impact of the multiple gaming facilities proposed in and near my community.

In addition, | would like the PA Gammg Control Board to respond publicly to the followmg concerns:
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: T ) :

Name: | £e Wi\kj\/lé o

Address;

Telephone:
Organization, if any:

Employer: &+ 'G

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) .

Asaresident of _NorThevn Liberi{es i demand that the Pennsylvania Gam'ing Control Board
extend the deadline for Written Comments beyond June 2, 2006, to a date no more-than 60 days
prior to the licensing of Philadelphia’s Category Il facilities. | require more time to review the
potential impact of the multiple gaming facilities proposed in and near my community.

- = In addition, | would like the PA Gaming Control Board to respond publicly to the following concerns:
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

L
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I request that the followirig comments be made part of the public inpit hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: Ka-’% erine E 215

Address:

Telephon
Organization, if any:

Emplover: mwok- é {o., Ine.

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As aresident of _Ph ,ﬂd"/[p hie, ,I demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
extend the deadline for Written Comments beyond June 2,2006, to a date no more than 60 days
prior to the licensing of Philadelphia’s Category Il facilities. | require more time to review the
potential impact of the muitiple gaming facilities proposed in and near my community.

in addition, | would like the PA Gaming Control Board to respond publicly to the following concerns:
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

[ request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Permsylvama Gammg Control Board pnor to awarding | hcenses for slot
~operators: - T
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Address:
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Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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WRITTEN COMMENT.TO BE INCLUDED-IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

~ !

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior,to awarding licenses for slot —- -
~ operators: Bl :
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
T T T =EVIDENTIARY-RECORD.OFE THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:
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COMMENTS (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: j&q\& L&-W‘»\ﬂ‘f'bu_

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employcr:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of ‘\[Wml—tbﬂd‘-%l demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
extend the deadline for Written Comments beyond June 2, 2006, to a date no more than 60 days
prior to the licensing of Philadelphia’s Category Il facilities. | require more time to review the
potential impact of the multiple gaming facilities proposed in and near my community.

In addition, | would like the PA Gaming Control Board to respond publicly to the following concerns;
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‘Irene’Lambrou % >

To the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board:

1 am a lifelong Philadelphian, and for the last 5 years I have owned a home and participated in community
organizations in my neighborhood--Northern Liberties,

The prospect of millions of doliars of revenue from the proposed Philadelphia casings is very seductive, particularly
in light of our failing schools, our understaffed police department, our blighted neighborhoods. But I still say NO to
casinos in my city and my neighbarhood, particularly on the waterfront, and particularly at Delaware and Spring
Garden 5Streets, /.e., the Riverwalk Abomination, This particular site is the worst possibility, the smallest with the
most crowding, the least neighborhood buffer, the least river access (making its proposed name a sad joke), and
the tallest parking garage. When I drive east on Spring Garden Street toward the river, I now see open space and
a view of the water. [ hope I NEVER see a neon-light-illuminated big box casino blocking that river view,

I heard the presentations of the Casino operators and I came away even more convinced that these people do not
care about our neighborhoods. We are the ones who will suffer for thelr indifference and greed. We are the ones
who work hard in our neighborhood erganizations, on countless committees for countless hours, with nothing but
the good of aur neighbors and our community at heart, We are the ones who will have to deal with the losses
inevitably caused by gambling in a community that Is just now-starting to experience growth ‘and successes in our
planning and zoning processes. None of these casino operators even bothered to present a traffic study to show the
real effect of one casino or two casinos, combined with the high rise restdential complexes already planned for our
waterfront. No one could quantify what real benefit would accrue to our neighborhoods as a result of the payments
to be made by the casinos to the Commonwealth. 1 object to the prospect of a casino in my neighborhood, and 1
object to the corrupt process employed to make it happen without any accountability to us. I further object to the
lack of planning by our Commonwealth and our City that has wasted the potential of our riverfront for decades.

Finally, It appears this Gaming Board does not have the moral authority to wield power over our neighborhoods.

From Philadelphia Inquirer, May 30, 2006: Field investigator Justin Husar was ¢harged with escape, resisting
arrest, disorderly conduct and public drunkenness. “Husar is the fifth [Gaming] board employee to find himself in
trouble with the law. Kevin P, Eckenrode, 25, a former press aide, was allegedly dangling girifriend Rachel
Kozlusky, 23, by her wrists outslde his Harrisburg high-rise when she slipped and feil to her death Feb. 25 in what
authorities have characterized as alcohol-related horseplay. He is charged with criminal homicide. Two employees
were charged in ¢connection with separate fights and disturbances outside Harrisburg bars last year. Last month, an
Investigator was arrested after officials learned his college degree came from an online diplema mill.”

These incidents undermine my confidence in the Board’s ability to handle the myriad complicated problems posed
by casino devetopment, and are demeralizing to those of us who work hard to make our neighborhoods better
places to live and work,

NO Casino on the Riverfront. NO Casino ANYWHERE without a proper process and a legitimate Gaming Board.

e - = - - e

1, /M‘“/W’verify that the informaticn contained in this written comment is true and

corréct to the best of my knowledge and betief.
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Senate of PFennsylvania

May 25, 2006

Tad Decker, Esq. — s = o -= b o s o) 523
Chairman’ _

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

5" Floor, Strawberry Square - o

Harrisburg, PA 17106

Dear Chairman Decker:

Attached please find correspondence from my constituent Ms. Antoinette Sellitto. Ms.
Sellitto opposes riverfront casinos in Philadelphia. Please share her comments with other
members of the board. I request that you and other members of the Gaming Control Board
consider her comments as you review and vote on Philadelphia’s two gaming licenses.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

G _ Ao = anopre L Senator Mike S[aCk e G

5" Senatorial District
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Senate of Peunsyluania

May 31, 2006

"™ Tad Decker, Esq.
Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
5" Floor, Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17106

Dear Chairman Decker:

Attached please find correspondence from my constituent Mr. Jay Schwartz. Mr.
Schwartz opposes casinos in Philadelphia. Please share his comments with other members of the
board. 1request that you and other members of the Gaming Control Board consider his
comments as you review and vote on Philadelphia’s two gaming licenses.

Thank you for your consideration. -If you have any questions or need additional
information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Senator Mike Stack
5" Senatorial District
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