Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

s | ——— am—— =

Name. __TARN. T‘ﬂg{"\{\/ E’Dwﬁg‘& BYRNE_ ."""“ s e w

Address:__

Telephone

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is requiiéd)

I, TMo‘TH)f E. B )"R NE . verify that the information contained in this written
comment is’true and correct fo the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators: — . — i . A EE e o v
Name: Katdteen % Aade <

Address:__

Telephone: 1, E

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

e O e e e LIS
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Address; __

- - r—i—

Telephone
Organization, if any:

Employer: éé 0[/@5}5(' C-d//) ‘%/ Co//g[d')f

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of pfS // /! oW , I demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board extend the Public Comment Period beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days -
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. 1 require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.

In addition, I request that Pa Gaming Control Board respond 10 each of the concermns I
“have detatled below.
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Comments: Page 2 (continned)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS .

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board' prlor to awarding licenses for slot

operators _
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COMMENTS: (i’leas_e use second page if more space is required)

“For most Philadelphians, the most immediate positive economic benefit from casinos will be
new jobs that they, family members, or friends can try to obtain.”

You, as members of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board (PGCB), need to carefully consider
it, because the applicants for the Philadelphia casino licenses have completely ignored it. The
Philadelphia Gaming Advisory Task Force (PGATF) wrote the above statement and followed up

= - eSS ith five vital récommeridations in the 'section entitled Job Creation in the-executive summary ofie - =-
its final report issued in October 2005. This date is impdrtant because it is two months before the
impact reports for the SugarHouse and the Riverwalk casinos were submitted to the PGCB, and
five months before the impact report for the Pinnacle Entertainment casino was submitted to the
PGCB, yet not one of those recommendations was addressed by any of the applicants.
The applicants will no doubt argue that job creation is covered in their impact statements so we

. need to examine exactly what information they provide: :

* SugarHouse Casino tells us on page 17 of their impact statement that “The proposed site
development is not expected to adversely impact the socioeconomic characteristics of the

. surrounding neighborhood. In fact,-the opposite.is expected to occur, with the numerous, well
paying employment positions having a positive smpact on the surrounding socio-economic
conditions.” This is-the extent of SugarHouse casino’s discussion about job.creation.
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Comments: Page 2 (continued) -

The impact statement for Pinnacle’s proposed develomeent boasts 1,300 Full-Time Equivalent
Employees with total annual salaries and wages of $ 24,700,000, or an average salary of $19,000
{Appendix Table A-2). Since they use statistical information from the PA Dept of Labor and
Industry for gaming workers, this must be accurate information, right? — Not exactly. The wages
used in the analysis are the average annual wages for gaming workers but the entry level wage
rate is $6.22/hour or $12,930 annually, 32% lower. Most of the jobs will be entry level positions,
so it is disingenuous '

at best for Pinnacle to make the preceding claims.

The best conclusion that can be made is to highlight three of the five recommendatlons made by
the PGATF’s in its report to the mayor. =~ :
W Ml*“The‘Uty sHouId Gnly support applications:that- w11l lead to the creation.of- qual:t) jobg — . "
' ™ with wage, health and pension benefits ..
2. A commitment to working with union labor should be essential to receiving the support
of the City for any gaming license application. . . '
3. Casino operators and the City should agree on minimum quantitative goals for local
_hiring both city-wide and in the immediate neighborhood of the casinos...

In these three recommendations, replace the word “City” with the words “Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board”, re-read the recommendations, and then deny a license to these operators until

they re-submit applications that address the job issue in a responsible manner.
]
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comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

Written comment to be included in the évidentiary record of the public input hearings

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and considered
by the Pennsylvania Gaming Contro! Board prior to awarding licenses for slot operators:

Leah Shirey

Comments:

I am concerned about the affect of the proposed casinos on traffic, crime and access to the riverfront. I would like to sce the
Gaming Control Board-force the casinos to give back to the community. ] am a 2+ year resident and homecowner in the
Fishtown/Port Richmond area. [ live in close proximity to all three sites,

The street layout is not capable of sustaining the increased traffic flow the casinos will generate. At a minimum [ would
like to see an alternate exit from 195 North and South that does not divert traffic through our neighborhoods.

I would also like to see steps taken to control dangerous driving on Delaware avenue. Delaware avenue is dangerous late on
weekend nights with the existing sparse grouping of clubs, This behavior puts local residents like myself at risk on a
regular basis. The casino traffic will make the problem much worse.

The casinos should be held accountable for increases in crime, Crime is already a problem in Fishtown and Port Richmond.
The casinos will serve alcohol and draw people from out of our neighborhood. I would like to sec increased police presence
provided by casino tax dollars, '

Public access to the riverfront should be provided by the casinos. As the riverfront develops [ am worried that it is
increasingly closed off from public access. Private interests should not be allowed to gate off access to the river for
exclusive use of their customers.

The casinos will benefit from their location on the the edge of our community. [ would like our community to be
considered before the licenses are awarded.

I, L:eah Shirey verify that the information contained in this written-commeni n, true and correct to the best of my knowledge
and belief '



May 30, 2006

Office of the Clerk

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 63060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

Subject: Written Comment to Be Included in the Evidentiary Record of the Public Input Hearings
Dear Sirs: .

As a resident of the Fishtown neighborhood of Philadelphia, | would like to offer my comments with
respect to the three proposed casino sites (Pinnacle, SugarHouse and Riverwalk) in Philadelphia
which would directly impact this community.

1. ltis difficult to find a resident who is*Strongt);‘ir; fgvor of having a casino in the community.
However, many of us are realists who understand that it may happen whether we like it or
not. My comments are offered within that context, not as an endorsemenl per se of
casinos.

2. If casinos come to Philadelphia one community should not be expected to bear the entire
brunt of traffic, crime and other related problems. In short: TWQ casinos in Fishtown would
be TOO.many. |believe that Riverwalk, while technically just beyond our neighborhood's
border, would.seriously impact the neighborhood with its potential traffic impact on
Delaware Avenue Frankford Ave and Glrard Ave. and thus needs to be mcluded in this
equation: : - ‘L ;

Y] '.-" ® g O : B

3. Quality of llfe issues are paramount. l—or many Flshtowners this is as simple as the
concern over too much traffic going through the neighborhood. This is a very uniting issue
for all of us, and easily leads us to a concerted demand that the Girard Ave off-ramp project
be completed BEFORE the casinos are completed. Without re-routing of traffic, ali of the
southbound |-95 traffic approaching the Pinnacle or SugarHouse sites will be funneled
down ‘our “main street”, Girard Ave., for the entire length of the community, before
effectively making a “U-turn” up Delaware Ave. for a parallel return trip through our
neighborhood to reach Pinnacle (SugarHouse traffic would stop at Delaware Ave.). And
inevitably, traffic will (unsuccessfully, since most cross streets do not allow turning left on

" Delaware Ave.) seek shortcuts througn residential side streets. -~

4. Given the expected and ongoing costs to the community, we expect that any successful
casino operator would contribute to a community development fund and/or to a “special
services district” under local control. Negotiations on this subject would greatly benefit from
either a legislative or administrative requirement that such a fund or services district be a
requirement cf a gaming license.

3. Fishtown:is currently experiencing a resurgence of community development, spirit and
investment. Residents do not want tc see that effort and progress unnecessarily
threaténed by a casino on our waterfront. Rather we seek to preserve and enhance
Fishtown's unique’history and character. Fishtown is a small town within a city and-has
significant historical roois that go to the founding.of Pennsylvania and earlier. William Penn’
once lived cldse to the SugarHouse site. \We are a close-knit community with strong family
traditions and values, and Flshtown s heritage mcludes a close relationship with the river
and the waterfront.



Ir: conclusion, | want to emphasize that Fishtown, by virtue of being potentially impacted by three of
t-e five proposed casino sites in Philadelphia is in a unique position as the Philadelphia community
that could b2 most irripacted and dafmaged by the siting decision of the Gaming Control Board.

For this reason, | request that you 1) make all efforts to avoid choosing any two of the North
Drelaware Ave. proposed sites, 2) if a North Delaware Ave. site is chosen, lend your influence to
our community's efforts to have the 1-95 Girard-Ave. ramp project completed before the casinos are
" "opened, and 3) continue to seek public input on design, traffic and siting issues past the June 2™
deadline since that has been entireiy too short for local residents to become educated and respond
appropriately.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

.Sincerely, ~~ |
&

Wintield E. Akeley



Pennsylvania |

GamingControl Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

i Operators:' L s e WL o S UL SR P TN, | SRpNATST ¥
Name: Q r\é.)\' 1:0)(
Address:
Telephone:

Organization, if any: M | Pr :

Employer:: P('Of\ /R\\ S R Sef i Ces '

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments regarding the issuance of licenses for slot
parlors. I am a resident of the Fishtown neighborhood in Philadelphia where three of the five
potential slot parlor developers in Philadelphia have appiicd for licensure. The Pinnacle and
Sugarhouse sites are immediately located within the Fishtown community. The Riverwaik site is
located w1th1r1 1:’6 mile of the Flshtown commumty I respectful]y ask that * clustermg of slot

B parlor licenses not be allowed within a one mile radius (1 e. only one ¢ license be grantcd within a
one mile radius) to protect Fishtown and the surrounding communities from increased traffic,
noise, pollution, crime and nuisances that are proven to be associated with gaming.

Having reviewed the traffic studies and impact reports, I believe that the Pinnacle site poses the
least negative impact on our community due to its location, the size of the parcel of land, and
Pinnacle’s plans to incorporate community-friendly, non;—gamjng related activities (i.e. outdoor
dining, cinema, entertainment, ice skating, riverfront dining, marina, etc.). The planned 1-95 /
Girard Avenue reconfiguration and improvements will allow incoming and outgoing traffic to
. flow to and from the Pinnacle site without immediate impact on Fishtown’s residential streets. °
I

R ' : Continued on next page...
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Comments: Page 2 (continucd)

To minimize the negative impact that slot parlors could bring to my neighborhood, I respectfully
request that the following provisos be incorporated into any gaming license that is granted:

* Public green space and guaranteed access to the waterfront must be incorporated into the
design of the venue.

= Eco-friendly construction and project design incorporated into the construction of the
venue (green roof, recycled water, use of recycled construction materials, etc.).

» A “Community Benefit Agreement” (or similar Agreement) must be agreed to and
executed between the developer and the affected community to reduce the negative
impacts of theslot paitor /-gaming facility on-the community-(i-e traffic;-crime, nilisance
shops, etc.). The community must maintain control of this fund to strateglcally invest
funds where the community feels it is most needed.

« A percentage (25% or TBD) of the state and / or city tax revenue earned must be ear-
marked for the impacted community. This money would be used to support community
infrastructure (streets, lighting, schools) & city service improvements (garbage collection,
police, fireman, etc.) that will be required to offsét the negative impact of increased
traffic, visitors, and increased population.

®* PennDot’s 1-95 / Girard Avenue reconfiguration construction time table must be given
highest priority and the timetable must be moved up to alleviate traffic in the
neighborhood.

= Truck delivery times need to be regulated to reduce noise and traffic during peak traffic
hours and late night / early morning hours. Strict enforcement is needed; violators need to
be fined.

® A “Special Services District” or “Empowerment Zone™ should be created to allow for
preferential hiring of residents within the tmpacted community and to allow for
preference to be given to local merchants in supplier selection (food, goods and related
services).

e~ » B S i Mmoo al T e w_ ——

»  Street / sidewalk improvements (lighting, curbs pedestrian crossing, ‘traffic lights) in the
immediate vicinity should be made prior to the commencement of operations to allow for
greater pedestrian and bike access (this would also help reduce vehicle traffic).

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide comment on this important issue that will impact
my community for many generations. '

1, lJ { k\+ I -I:D)( verify that the information contained in this written

commeni s trucjandeorrect to the best of my knowlcdge and belief.
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INtLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

+ = . .considered by.the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for.slot, __
operators:
Name: 4?(2% l/ﬂ-U-M.f"i 2 .
Address:
Telephone; e
Organization, if any: Me.‘s-l\buu (:\chL -(:,4'6 © Rcs"’ (din/-ﬁm +
Employer; ‘5c(-€- CHIp(orol

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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comment is true and correct 1o the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board
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B WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
* considerced by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:

e Name: - B{‘u{'e ‘._!"'?um-{')e\’;-—- e T L . : -
Addres:
Telephu 7 ] et

Organization, if any;

Employer: UHBVV\_FJO;/C)

COMMIENTS: (Please use second page if more space is réquired)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators;

S e =

Name_[\]mw H:”’Jlidx’/% _waiuﬁi-_ﬁ-*'r—_-‘ o e T

Address:_

Telephone

Organization, if any

Employer Iﬂd'e-ﬂ-&\/\d'&r\t'e Clﬂ\ .:Lr'l’@(‘ 6¢Q00k

COMMENTS (Please use second page if more space is reqwred)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

T request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:
Namc:ﬁ-gﬁ /VIHUUC 4(‘

Address:

Telephot.o. ___ . — ., .
Organization, itany =/~ /4 AL P54, Tewstfe Mg lbenhoen Yssoc. Memb
wmiorsr SN Epeplogay v Ty

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is r':equired)

To malz A Lau} 5’7’?/#7 Shon i _Z-E,wéc }/\{/{Aw& o/~ Thz Thre
(hsine s CPiuvpcls Chs s, 5(/5/1;&!1@{;55 Chsina, Aup THE Roivee et CL
That cwocbs AFFecT The FrshTown ESmmon ,’fy &/‘*’ij IF Thte
o Cor i om NS BERE Hts A GEEMErt” JRE L ons Tine cepn
(‘fo‘fgpg That hwve meapiE 7‘7:“}5 Sucd,. A ﬂgg/,é,ﬂ’éﬁg Al SH = NE/D
7het SpzEelaTal pré éu7 /Né’ Plep enil 55 Ceitrzeus oF T@éuf'
EARS o porg oF &g, pzucy) Tha FDESILE EM/oLaf me st AT T
CRoSEN CHS Incs. RECEIE Pl 1okl For ThE Euple weul " T
NSO S Thet pgoeci/é 5”4..//7//{/%&4:/,(;/‘ LiczcE R TheE /DA
Gt s e CCpe Fhol. Barnd, _Z’; 7he (4:,6:4«:(/,0;" 7 </ 7/ 20y DIES e 17 i
the s KILLS pezgp] For The desivel Pesilion, 75z Cousiig « =it

hz Cemptenily O 7, mE4 '- .
i/ 4 I
I, FREYD / C(;,(,f/, f/é(- W verify that the information contained in this written e

comment is true and correct {o the best of my knowledge and belief.

//}/}/ o - f



Pennsylvania !

Gaming Control Board R
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

r

I request that the following comments be made part of the; public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: _ _ . _. o I

R

o i i
Name: Eileen Lederer

Address:__

Telephone:

Organization, if any:

Employer’ }

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

The casino companies are currently not required to give anything to the comrunity
such as jobs or money for neighborhood improvements! We are asking the Gaming
Board to require that the casino devélopers sign a Community Benefits Agreement
with Fishtown to make sure that we get priority for jobs and other benefits.

The crime will increase with the amount of peoplelvisiting the casinos. We mneed
addéitional police and EMT support in order to protect our neilghborhood.

o - ]

",‘.I__. . . s < - - .
Cesino traffic needs to be routed directly from I-95 to Deleware Ave. without
geing through our small streets! The only way to do this is to get nmew on and

off ramps at the I-95/Girard Ave. interchange BEFORE THE CASINOS ARE OPENED!

Currently, the only public access to the riverfront is Penn Treaty Park. Any
new developments on the Delaware should be required to have space for a riverfront
trail/boardwalk, and adequate access points. '

|
+
1

I, £r4 e "JE ﬂ ERE f&venfy that the information contatned in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Gaming-Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE IﬁCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for siot
operators:

Addres:

Telepht

o V

Organization, if any:
Employer: %/ \: ;

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is réquired)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

%M-/ M\/ verify that the information contained in this written

l,
cofiment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators. e e _ —
e S - . ki s L - e
Name_ Marey  Wieseman_Leader
Address;
Telephone: T

Organization, if any: 1 hfonm /V(,ngh bors Rssociathon
Employer: (VQV}TW? 21 LBIIOO\/I#L'

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As aresident of P)’\ ] lQ, djifb 123 , 1 demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board extend the Public Comment Period beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. 1 require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.

=g e In addition, 1 rcqilest that Pa Gaming Control Board respond to each of the concerns I
have detailed below.
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Comments: Page 2 (continued) ,
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE IN;CLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for'slot «~ ww =
operators:
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

| request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prlor to awarding hcenses for slot
operators

Namc: m‘ﬁh&\ KMP&MM

Addres:

- e e g —

Telepht

Organization, if any:

Employer;

R §

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

I, M\‘ot\ K&gﬂwu/\ . verify that the mforpntlon contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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June 1, 2006

PA Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106

RE: Casinos in Philadelphia

Dear Garning Control Board Members:

1 am writing to request your help in preserving our community which is being threatened by the
prospects of casinos on the Delaware River. Initially, I would like to state that ] am completely
opposed to any casinos within a mile of residential neighborhoods. The casinos will potentially
increase crime, trash, drunk driving and demands on our public services. It seems to me that the
casinos would be more suited to areas that are already developed for entertainment uses, such as
the stadium areas or the airport.

I am a resident of Fishtown, and since three of the five casinos are proposed for my immediate
neighborhood, [ understand that at least one may be inevitable. Therefore, I urge you to give the
residents more time to research and understand the potential effects of the casinos. In a brief
review of the impact statements prepared by the casino developers and their consultants, it is
evident that not enough thorough research has been prepared. Furthermore, I believe it would be
detrimental to our neighborhood if more than one casino was located here.

If a casino is approved for our neighborhood, I would also request that some concession be made
by the casino developers and the city/state prior to any casinos being constructed. Firstly, the I-
95 interchange at Delaware Avenue needs to be constructed. This would alleviate some of the
anticipated traffic problems for the small streets in Fishtown. As it is now, Delaware Avenue is
not easily accessible traveling south on 1-95. Also, I believe there should be a Community
Services agreement with a Special Services District in place and funded by the casino developers
to assist the neighborhood in dealing with the potential negative impacts of the casinos. And
finally, the city, state and casino developers should fund the additional public services that will
be required. As mentioned previously, the casinos will increase crime and emergencies in the
area. We will need additional EMT and police services if the casinos are developed in Fishtown,
and these services and their funding should be in place prior to any casino opening.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion.
Sincerely,

p—

' Misty Kanffman
-: Fishtown Resident
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
—w -y considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: Qﬁ-beccm S‘-Uf“lf'f-

Address:_

Telephone
Organization, if any: ~ o

Employer: \)*\iwr—&'ﬂé of P{’m&d\\}ar\iw

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space 1s required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

I would like to add the following comments to the public comment hearing record.

)

First of all, I strongly urge that the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board extend the
deadline for the public comment period by at least six months. Some areas of
Philadelphia are impacted by up to three casino proposals, and the residents of these areas
require more than the originally allotted time to review the casino’s impact reports. It’s
imperative that potentially impacted residents have a fair opportunity to digest the
information in these reports and to submit informed input and concerns.

Secondly, as a resident of Philadelphia’s Fishtown neighborhood, I have grave
reservations about ariy casinos being built along the Delaware waterfront. If such a
project is approved, however, Pennsylvania’s Department of Transportation MUST
complete the proposed enhancements to the Girard Avenue interchange of 1-95 prior to
the opening of any casinos in the area. This project is not scheduled to begin until 2011,
however, until the interchange is updated, traffic for at least of the proposed casinos
would have to enter a residential neighborhood.* Because the state passed the casino
legislation, the state also has a responsibility to ensure that the infrastructure surrounding
the proposed sites can accommodate increased traffic with the least amount of impact to
residents.

Finatly, I request that no casino licenses be granted without first requiring that developers
.enter into a Community Services Agreement with the surrounding neighborhood.
Devclopers should commit money to a Special Services District that will alleviate 1ssues
resulting from their casinos.

*This statement refers to the Sugar Hill casino, which incorrectly says in 1fs impact report
that Southbound 1-95 traffic will be able to exit at Girard, make a left turn, and
immediately access the Delaware Avenue casino site. It is not possible to access
Delaware Avenue directly from the Southbound 1-95 Girard Ave. exit.

Qf bf.( C (s m 5&:@[\“ ,r‘ verify that the mformatlon contained in this written

comment is true and correct to (e best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: - ‘ ’

Name: ﬂot&r—% Iefti—oﬁu‘f

Address:___

Telephone:
Organization, if any:

Employer: fe//%cur /‘iéM E);M

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

.As a resident of F:? (ot , 1 demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board extend the Public Comment Period beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. 1 require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.

% 7 [H B2 rigl: o L i v o SR
In addition, I request that Pa Gaming Control Board respond to each of the concerns 1
have detailed below.
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, fyﬁ Ly / %‘( vizrify that the infdr‘m;ﬂion contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

o g OPETALOLS, . ey e i =2 e T AR T Bl gl R o B W
Name: WO\ (e~ L?__ﬁ DL@"—
Address:
Telephone:

Organization, 1f any: FA/A’ . ) i
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

- o -

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and’
considered by the Peinsylvania Gaming Control Board pfior to awarding hicenses for siot
operators;

Name N 4E 6 g 27— HO L2 CE.
Address

Telepho

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN' THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

| request the following comments be made part of the public input hear"ing record
and considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding
licenses for slot operators:

AT - = . i \kk’ - 1I'. = 1".

Name: Shalmain Matiock-Turner

Address:
Telephot N

Organization, if any: Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition

Employer: Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition
COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is required) -

For over thirty-seven years, the Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition
(GPUAC) has brought people together from throughout the Metropolitan Philadelphia
region to solve urban problems, operate programs, and support an array of
government and private-sector sponsored initiatives to help low-wage families
succeed. .

GPUAC is a direct service provider and a leader inithe area of public policy. As an
intermediary, we build the capacity of grassroots organizations to serve theirown |
communities. This is accomplished through the provision of financial management =~
- services (to more than 90 community groups), loans and grants, technical assistance

to a range of public and private organizations, and 'Ieadershlp development

Through the operation of effective programs, we |mpact communities in greatest
need throughout the Metropolitan Philadelphia region” GPUAC manages more than
50 programs and services in the areas of workforce development, health services,
neighborhood and community services, economic and business development and
education. Finally, as an agent for change, we build partnerships and launch
initiatives that bring about reform. This work is carried out through our Public Policy
: ¢
; i
¢
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Committees on homelessness, workforce development, community and economic
development, and education/children/youth. t

Founded during the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, GPUAC’s predecessor
organization, the Philadelphia Urban Coalition, was born out of the struggle to
expand opportunities for minorities. Our commitment to diversity and expanding
opportunities for minorities has not wavered over the past thirty-seven years.

For example, for over two decades, GPUAC has operated the Economic
Development Projects (EDP). Through EDP, GPUAC works in partnership with
project developers, owners, construction firms and universities to help them award
contracts to Minority, Women and Disabled Business Enterprises, and to
successfully employ females and minorities. GPUAC also prepares coi‘nmumty
residents for construction jobs in their own neighborhoods and throughout the
region. ;

it is precisely because of our history that we are compelled to speak out regarding
the development of the gaming mdustry in Philadelphia, and across Pennsylvania.
The development of a new industry in this area presents minorities with an* ™~
unprecedented opportunity for economic advancement. It is prolected_that annual
revenues of the gaming industry in Philadelphia alone will be between $600-$750
miliion. Thos possible source of revenue to the community is particularly significant
when you consider that in Philadelphia, the population is nearly 50% Afrlcan
American, and more than 60% of the children in our public schools live in families
that are at or below the federal poverty guideline - $19,000 for a family of four.

However, if gaming in Philadelphia is to live up to its potential, it must be done right.
Meaningfu! opportunities for minorities and the communities affected must be
provided at all levels. Strong minority leadership/ownership, as demornstrated by the
Riverwalk Casino, is critical. Opportunities for minorities and community residents
must extend to employment as gaming staff, not just non-gaming positions.
Employment opportunities must also be coupled with committed funding of
employment training programs. Minority contracting opportunities and business
opportunities for minority vendors/suppliers must likewise be central to any
successful project. i

GPUAC is confident that the Gaming Control Board (Board) recognizes this unique
chance to make significant progress in the area of economic equity with the
awarding of the licenses for two category Il slot parlors in Philadelphia. GPUAC
urges the Board to pay close attention to each applicant’s specific plans relating to
mingority entrepreneurs, and that the Board obtains specific commitments from each
applicant towards this goal. We also ask that the diversity plan that is required by
each applicant, not only include a separate goal of diversity in ownership,
participation, and operation of, and employment at the proposed licensed entity, but
that it also include a community benefits model that outlines how people in the
neighborhoods where these parlors will be located are being engaged in the financial
success of the gaming business. In conclusion, we would like to stress that the
Board truly has an opportunity to make history and empower our communities to

achieve economic growth and we hope it realizes its potential. 1
1
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

| I)%A/W W """ TR
Name:

Address:__

Telephone

i - 4

Organization, if any: F!SH'TOLJ/U NEIGCHBOR S //}SSA/

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of| /(Wu Awmmand that the Pennsylvania Gaming

Control Board extend the Public Comment Period beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. 1require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.

In addition, I request that Pa Gaming Control Board respond to each of the concerns I

have detailed below. = EREY
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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CIVIC ASSOCIATION
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April 12, 2006
Statement on Behalf of River’s Edge Civic Association
Provided by Andrew W. Sacksteder
President .

River’s Edge is a community in the Old City section of Philadelphia. My association
boundaries are Spring Garden Street on the North, Columbus Boulevard on the East and
Interstate 95 in the West extending South to where '1-95 adjoins Columbus Blvd. almost at
Market Street. 5

River’s Edge is made up of a number of residences, apartments and condominiums as well as
light and heavy commercial uses and several substantial development sites, some of which are
underway.,

As a resident of a developing community for over 20 years, many of my neighbors and I have
been long term advocates of positive development. Given that gambling is coming to
Pennsylvania and that Philadelphia is going to become home to two sites, we recognize that it is
impossible for everyone to be successful in taking the position of “Not in my back yard
(NIMBY)”. River’s Edge strives not to be another community taking that position but we have
SErious concerns.

River’s Edge Civic Association (RECA) members have attended previous presentations
made by the Applicants representing the three proposed sites located on North Columbus
Boulevard as well as studying the Economic and Traffic studies. As a result of our
investigations, RECA is primarily concerned by the serious traffic impacts that all three
proposals will initially bring to our community. Despite the eventual traffic patterns that may
exist when all of the I-95 interchange improvements are completed in 5 to 8 years, for a number
of the early years all three proposed sites, upon opening, will draw a tremendous peak traffic
load that will pass through our community upon exiting 1-95 at the Callowhill Street exit ramp.
In fact, the studies reveal that only the lowest level of satisfaction can be expected when
attempting to traverse the Callowhill Street intersection at Columbus Blvd. And there is no
proposal that we have seen, where the Callowhill exit is relied upon, that remedies that peak load
problem. A problem which could easily lead to traffic back-ups right up onto the exit ramp and
delays on I-95 southbound during peak weekend hours.

In reviewing the aspects and details of each of the North Columbus Boulevard site proposals
it became clear that there were several minimal design details and operation requirements that
should be mandatory and should be committed to by any successful applicant.

First: All anticipated parking needs for the site, both patron and employee, must be
accommodated within the proposed development. And, parking must be accessible to patrons for
free in order to keep them from flooding our adjoining streets.
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# Second: Clear, free attractive and inviting public access to the Delaware River

, - JWaterfront must be given in a form that encourages the public to take advantage of the

recreational opportunity without presenting any pressure to enter or patronize the gambling
facility. .

Third, in addition to the tax burden that is imposed on the Casino operations, the
Casino Operators must be required to provide professional security for a reasonable radius
outside of the Casino property to help eliminate the spreading blight of crime that notoriously
taints areas surrounding casinos or to directly pay for the City of Philadelphia Police Department
to dedicate an adequate supplemental squad of Officers to accomplish that task.

Last: Cash can solve many problems, so the Casino Operators must be obligated to
set aside another portion of their profits to fund joint committees of the recognized
Neighborhood Groups, Public Officials and the Operator’s Representatives to direct the
expenditure of those funds to the direct needs of the immediate neighborhood impacted by the
Casino Operation.

While listening to the commentary that has been given over the past few days, the common
theme seems to be the issues of congestion, property values and crime. Assuming for a moment
that congestion is reasonably controlled, the casinos should not have a negative property value
impact. Our observation is that there are no residential properties immediately adjacent to any of
he Columbus Boulevard sites proposed. The distance separating the proposed Casinos would
seem to be adequate such that the residential properties near by would only be more desirable
because of the increased entertaimment venues then conventently available within the Casino.
Commercial properties adjacent to Casinos stand to benefit from the increased exposure and
consumer traffic. The economic stability of the communities must be assured because no
community should be saddled with a Casino if the result is a loss in property value or a decline in
the quality of life. The Pinnacle and Foxwoods sites seem to have he greatest distance buffer
from near-by residences.

Clearly, the most effective way to eliminate congestion is to locate the Casinos selected as
close to the supporting major highway interchanges as possible. Though is may seem like a clear
example of NIMBY, RECA believes that the site most-easily assessable from North, South, East
and West is the proposed Pinnacle site at Girard Avenue. Upon the 1-95 interchange completion,
the Pinnacle Site will have a full North / South Interstate Highway exchange at its front door that
connects directly to the 1-676 traveling both East and West without any burden on the city
surface streets, eliminating all burden at the Callowhill street exit. The Pinnacle site is also the
largest of the three North Columbus Boulevard sites, best enabling it to more easily handle the
parking required.

Dealing with the potential of increased crime is a simple matter of money and dedication. If
there is adequate money resulting from the Casino operation to properly fund the needed law
enforcement and if there is a mandate that the law enforcement be effective, then proper
management can control crime. ‘

From the viewpoint of the overall development of the Philadelphia Central Waterfront the
other natural location that should be selected is the South Columbus Boulevard, Foxwoods Site
at Tasker / Reed Streets. Access to and from the South and East is excellent via 1-95 and the Walt
Whitman Bridge. Access from the North and West is more challenging but there is room for
additional infrastructure expansion of Columbus Boulevard between the ramps south of the
South Street and the site at Reed Street to reduce the already significant congestion. Further. If
the two sites are selected as recommended, patrons arriving from the North or West are likely to
utilize the Pinnacle site to avoid any congestion. The effect of the two sites book-ending the
waterfront development district could have tremendous positive impact and would be effective in



defining the waterfront as a new destination in Philadelphia to be added to our Stadium district,
our Avenue of the Arts, the Historic district, and our Museum district. With the addition of an
aclive Waterfront district, perhaps Philadelphia can .finally claw its way to the top as an
overnight visitor destination and really begin to reap the revenues of the visitor trades.

While the debate over whether there should be gambling has never been settled in my
community, we recognize that it is a fact of life. Further, RECA members understand the
tremendous positive financial impact that gambling brings to the City’s ailing tax revenue. We
also understand that for the derived spin-off revenue to be maximized the locations selected for
the gambling sites must be convenient to visitors to thé Pennsylvania Convention Center and to
Tounists and Visitors in general. It is also our opinion that there is insufficient financial
advantage to the City from one proposal to the other to determine the selection based on
monetary merit. Considering that the ambiance of the Delaware River is a great attraction to add
to the environment created by a first class establishment, RECA supports the concept of bringing
gambling into our City and to our Central Waterfront district. However, we would like to be able
to expect that the Site selections will be made without political or financial pressure but instead
will be selected to best utilize the transportation infrastructures present and future to minimize
the impact of congestion. Another important factor in the selection should be that the Casino
Operators willingly take an active role in deterring crime surrounding their facilities and that the
Casino’s voluntarily participate in healing any wounds that are inflicted on their surrounding
communities by their existence.

All m all, we implore that the site selection be made without consideration of the benefit to
any individual or group but instead the consideration of what is best for the City at large. While
RECA believes that the selection of the Riverwalk site would maximize the financial benefit to
our individual community, clearly the traffic infrastructure simply cannot be maximized at that
location and if two casinos were selected in the North Columbus Boulevard area it would be
overwhelming. Simply, if RECA felt that one of the sites located closer to our immediate
community had better met the all of the criteia we have discussed we would freely have
supported a Casino at that location. And, though we do not intend to shift the burden that a
Casino will place on our neighboring communities, based on our understanding of the issues we
fec! best supporting, first, the Pinnacle Site selection, and second, only in combination with the
Pinnacle site, the Foxwoods Site.

2 S

Andrew Sacksteder, President
River’s Edge Civic Association
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE iNCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior 10 awarding licenses for
slots operatoys: .
Name: Nne. D\QW

Address
Telepho

Organizauon, 11 any

—

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is required)
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
~——e— - considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot ~
operators;

Nl'a.me: Sb( St C}/}"&V\J‘Sf/xau)

Address:_

Telephon._ . e - s — e -

Organization, if any:

Employer: 1 0he

COMMENTS: (Pleése use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of Alpflern Liberfles ,| demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Boar:
extend the deadline for Written Comments beyond June 2, 2006, to a date no more than 60 days
prior to the licensing of Philadelphia’s Category |l facilities. | require more time to review the
potential impact of the multiple gaming facilities proposed in and near my community.

In addition; | would like the PA Gaming Control Board to respond publicly to the following concerms:
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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1 %Sav\ @WM verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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RECEIVED
MAY 17 7008
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P. O. Box 69060
Harrisburg PA 1710
e = <Aftn: Public:Comments - — ; R R =it & = E

May 12, 2006
RE: The need to give back
To Whom It May Concern:

Much has already been written, and much controversy will continue to be articulated,
regarding the proposed slot machine casinos in Southeastern Pennsylvania. But
consplcuously rabserit-from: the spublic.debate-and ‘the: applicationsito :operate these slots
parlofs: is-a Siibstantialy enforcedble;-and accountable: commitment:by. the casings:to:give
somethiig back t6 thie'coimimuinities these new éstablishments w111 undoubtedly dommatef

The justifications for the Gaming Act in 2004 were that part of the estimated $3 billion in
annual legalized slot machine revenue would be redirected back to Commonwealth
residents through economic deévelopment and property and wage tax relief. In addition, 4
percent of gaming revenues will be designated for the locality in which the casino is
located, although it is unclear how this 4 percent would be a]located in Phlladelphla
Chester and Bensalem. ¥ i -
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‘This 4 percent is under the admlmstratlon of a multl county FAIR (Fair and Accountable
Investment of Revenues) Deal Coalition. The Coalition wants to require that all gambhng
licensees negotiate local community benefits agreements that support such issues as
economic development, job training, small business support, affordable -housing, and
cultural, arts-and recreational organizations. The Coalition will also encourage licensees
to support initiatives to combat problem gambling. - Do e B b B e

However; thete is nosmandate from. the Pennsylvania Gaming. Control Board;, which. was
created by the Gammg Act to regulate the. gaming: mdustry, for casmos 10 elther make

i



Page Two .
PA. Gaming Control Board
May 12, 2006

The proposals from the five applicants for the licenses in Southeastern Pennsylvania may
offer some admirable and enticing promises of philanthropy, but as of now there do not
appear to be any guarantees that gambling revenues will directly help to improve the lives
of disadvantaged people in the neighborhoods affected. In order to ensure transparency
and accountability, The Philadelphia Foundation believes that the Gaming Control Board
should mandate that all licensees must enter into community benefits agreements and
contribute a specific percentage of revenues for charitable purposes, with mechanisms in
place that provide the necessary transparency and accountability for these funds.

g st Models 'foi’"this"type of-arrangement exist-{owa’s 13 casinos must designate-a portion of =
their profits for charitable contributions: the Prairie Meadow Racetrack & Casino there,
alone distributes $4 million per year to area nonprofit organizations.

To be sure, many economic and social challenges will accompany the casinos. The
selected neighborhoods and the community as a whole will have to contend for decades
to come with such issues as additional police coverage, treatment programs for
pathological, and problem gamblers, traffic and parking concerns, displacement of
residents, potential eminent domain abuses, and a changing character of these newly
gentrified neighborhoods.

The Philadelphia Gaming Advisory Task Force found that because of these issues, 60
percent of Philadelphia residents are against having slots parlors in their neighborhoods.
This NIMBY mentality — Not In My Back Yard — may be mitigated if a casino’s
commitment to give something back to the community is widely articulated and the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board regulates to ensure that the commitments are acted
upon. (The Task Force reported that 66 percent of residents would be more inclined to
support gaming if they knew that the facilities would make substantial contributions to
after-school programs for youth.)

Gambling, is; coming to- Southeastern Pennsylvania, so.it._is therefore critical that we .. __.
recognize and plan for the inevitable impacts on local communities: some good, some
bad, and some impossible to predict. Those who stand to benefit have an obligation to
give something back to make sure those neighborhoods continue to thrive. These

contributions should be mandated by the state. It is also the right thing to do.

R. Andrew Swinney
President

in
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
- »~ ==~ considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to.awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: (’%ﬁ?‘/@g /‘f Jﬁqyg’sx/é’f

Address:

Telephone

Orgamzation, if any:

Employer; N cohQ ao!/elg—c oA A c_:' @5 A

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As aresident of __ #S 47[?7\1 A , I demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming
Contfrol Board extend the Public Comment Period beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. I require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.

In addition, I request that Pa Gaming Control Board respond to each of the concerns I
have detailed below.
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

, 7 M E. D v~ verify that thé information contained in this written

comiment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
. considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: i

Name_ MummaAapavite’

-

Address:
Telephon _ _ -
Organization, if any: Fl,QqL/\"’D'PGM/ Mg&b}r&.@& A’g LOT .

Emieve Tt Undvereiby o tha Acfs

A

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

Asaresidentof 3 ShAvecoon , I demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board extend the Public Comment Period beyond June 2, 2006, until 30 days
prior to the licensing of the proposed slot parlors. 1 require more time to review the
potential impact of the gaming facilities on my community.
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In addition, 1 quuést"t_llgt Pa Gaming Control Board respond to each of the concems I

have detailed bel_ow. ; m T- 95
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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&A’l& { '___ verify that thé information contained in this written

comment is true and co&ect\t{) the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
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[ request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators: ‘ .
Name: /'71)‘?‘%62' ,{067'1{05;%} . &@J/Oé
Address:_
Telcpho:;

Orgonization—f any’ é/ S )U 3
Employer: al wﬂ’b@ﬁ

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

1 /7//; %éé fé_ﬁ@ﬂ?ﬂL verify !hat_ the infonﬁéﬁion contained in this written
ooimc;ys Lrue(rﬁd)coiccz_to 2]%%f my knowledge and belief.




Daniel M. McGinnis. £E1. 7.

May 30, 2006

Pennsylvania Gaming Controt Board
PO Box 63060
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17106-9060

Re: Philadeiphia Enterfainment & Development Partners, L.P.
Proposed Slot Parior Development
Columbus Boulevard between Reed and Tasker Streets
Preliminary Traffic Impact Assessment

Dear Board Members,

As you are undoubtedly aware, much press coverage has been given to the
proposed siot parlor developments in and around the City of Philadelphia.
However, there appears 10 have been very little scrutiny given to the traffic
impacts of the proposed developments. Furthermore, as the development review
process is apparently solely the purview of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control
Board, rather than that of local goveming bodies, it is unclear that the traffic
impacts of these proposed developments will be properly reviewed to ensure that
these impacts are properly mitigated by the developer.

In lieu of such a review process, as an area resident and a2 professional

| would like to provide public comment on the traffic impacts of one of these
developments. | have reviewed the Preliminary Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA)
prepared by Orth-Rodgers & Associates for the proposed siot parlor facility to be
tocated along Columbus Boulevard between Reed and Tasker Streets, dated
March 3, 2006. Basad on the preliminary TIA, the extent of the traffic impacts is
unclear. Unfortunately, a full assessment was not made public by the comment
period deadline of June 2, 20086. In response to the preliminary TiA, [ respectfully
submit the following initial comments:

1. The TIA states that 35% of traffic will arrive via Columbus Boulevard to and
from the south. Given the circuitous route this approach entails {see Figure 7
of the report), this estimate seems high and should be substantiated. It seems
more likely that motorists will choose the most direct approach, irrespective of

P o

—nem. @NGiNEEr-in-training with two years of experience reviewing traffic impact studies, -



congestion, since many casino visitors would presumably be unaware of locai
congestion and would be uniikely to try to avoid it. A larger proportion of
drivers that the 65% stated in the TIA may thus arrive from the north,
contributing to further congestion along this heavily-traveled section of
Columbus Boulevard.

2. 1t 1s noted in the preliminary TIA that 440 and 690 vehicles are anticipated to
enter the site during the PM and Saturday peak traffic periods of Columbus
Boulevard, respectively. Even with the traffic distribution assumed in the TIA,
this would mean that an additional 286 and 448 left-turning vehicles are
anticipated along southbound Columbus Boulevard during these periods.
Furthermore, simiar heavy volumes of left-turning vehicles can be expected
.for departing traffic entering the Interstate 95 ramps. Although the T!A does -
not include analysis of the proposed conditions, or supporting documentation
for the existing conditions analysis, the report indicates that this section of
Columbus Boulevard operates under extremely congested conditions, with
many intersection approaches and movements operating with failing Levels of
Service {LOS F), according to the standards of the Transportation Research
Board’s Highway Capacity Manual, the standard criteria by which intersection
traffic operations are described. The large number of expected ileft-turning
vehicles can be expected to create. long queues along Columbus Boulevard,
exacerbating the existing congestion.

3. There is insufficient information provided in the preliminary study to support
definite conclusions, but the gridlocked conditions of this section of Columbus
Boulevard and the large size of the proposed development make it likely that
the impact will be severe. A final study should be provided, including a full
analysis of the existing and preposed traffic conditions, along with
recommendations of improvements to mitigate these problems. Approval of
this application shouid not be considered without a full account of the impacts
fo transportation systems of the neighborhood, public hearings {o discuss
these impacts, and a fair-share contribution from the developer o help

- T Drovide- transportation improvements in the area, .- ——— T " e

4. 1 call upon concerned residents of the neighborhood, their state and local
representatives and members of the media to demand a full accounting of the
impacts of this and the other proposed casino deveiopments, and to demand
that any approval of this development be made contingent on the fair-share
contribution by the developers to improve the area’s congested transportation
systems. '
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Sincerely,

A

Daniel M. McGinnis

cc. Quseen Village Neighborhood Association
Representative Marie A. Lederer
Senator Vincent Fumo
Councilman Frank DiCicco
- - . = --Philadelphia Inquirer. . .~ -+
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Northern Liberties Neighbors Association

March 16, 2006

Clerk to the Board

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed please find a “Registration Form for Public Comment by Community Groups” for me,
Matthew Ruben, President of the Board of Directors of the Northern Liberties Neighbors
Association {(NLNA).

I wish to provide a few notes of clarification on the information | have provided on the first page
of the form. Specifically:

¢ [ have included the address and telephone number of the NLNA office, not my
personal address and telcphone number.

* For reference, my personal address and number arc: 326 Saint John Neumann Way,
Philadelphia, PA 19123; 215-592-7353.

* 1 have listed my emplover as Bryn Mawr College (where | teach), and not the NLNA,
The reason ts that my NLNA Presidency is a volunteer position, and so the M_NA is
nol my employer, even though I represent the organization.

If you have any questions or require any additional information from me, please do not hesitate
1o contact me. Thank you for your time and attention.

Best,

Matthew Ruben
President, Board of Dircctors
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May 31, 2006
To: The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

On May 24, about 600 members of the public, as well as elected officials like Mayor
John'F. Street, participated in a public design forum on casinos sponsored by the Daily
News, PennPraxis and the Design Advocacy Group, with support from the William Penn
Foundation. This is our report, filed for the record as public input, as well as distributed
independently to the members of the board.

We organized the forum in order to inform the public of general design principles, and to
review the specific design proposals of the five developers vying for a casino license with
the help of a panel of architecture and city planning experts. (See Attachment 1 for
panelists.) Part of our intention was to create a public record that mi ght help guide the
Gaming Control Board’s deliberations when it reviews each proposal.

We’re aware that you are still finalizing the criteria and the weight given to various
aspects of each license application -- economic and environmental impact, financial
stability of each developer, etc. We hope that our report will help you establish
architecture and design criteria when considering the proposals.

Summary of the major concerns of the experts and the public:

— While the Delaware River sites may be preferable, the full impact of two
waterfront casinos is impossible to judge, given the city’s lack of an overall vision
and plan for the waterfront. -

—When judging the quality and success of the casino designs, we used four major

criteria. Public access — especially on the waterfront sites ~ is of utmost
i

-- The quality of the designs should also be judged on how they respect the scale of
their surroundings, how well théy contribute to a vision for the 21% century urban
casino, and what Kind of legacy they’ll leave behind. |

L
1
LH }

- Environfﬁental-sustainability' is a major concern of many members of the public.
Plans that mitigate the environmental impact of the car-created pollution and the
drain on natural resources should be favored. ;

Published by Philadelphla Newspapers, Inc. « 400 Nerth Broad Streei = PQ. Box 7788 * Philade!phia, PA 19101



We have attached a copy of our panelist’s report that details the critique of each of the
casinos, each of which gave a 10-minute presentation of their design proposals.
(Attachment 2.) Here is more detail on some of the larger issues addressed above:

The Delaware River Waterfront
For the past 30 years, Philadelphia has struggled to define and refine its Delaware River

waterfront. For over seven miles, it presents a mix of working piers and shipyards, large
tracts of unused and undeveloped parcels, and a relatively recent burst of retail and
residential development. It is only lately-- spurred in part by the focus that the coming
casinos has brought to the waterfront -- that our local and state leaders have
acknowledged the absence of a long-term plan. They are just now talking about creating
a long-term vision for our waterfront. In a perfect world, the casino decision could be
stalled until such a plan was developed, and it would then become an easier task to judge
whether the casinos proposals conformed to the city’s vision.

This, as we know, is far from a perfect world.

Recommendation: Absent a plan, we hope that you judge the merits of the waterfront
proposals based on the degree of access to the waterfront that is granted to the general
public. As you will see from our panelists’ comments, those casinos that allowed access
to boardwalks, piers, and waterfront amenities without having to enter the slots parlor got
higher marks than those who required people to enter through the slots parlors.

There are recommendations for waterfront locations that are obvious even without a
plan: Huge, hulking garages that need to be the equivalent of a 61 story skyscraper are
not a good thing, and should be underground if at all possible. Huge, hulking boxes
without windows should not line the river.

Legacy of design: One hundred years from now, when the casino industry has morphed
into something else, will. we fight to save these buildings? That’s a question our architects
and planners discussed when reviewing the design proposals.

Philadelphia presents a unique situation, in that no other city with our history and density
has ever hosted two casinos, and certainly not with 3,000 or more slots machines in each.
Because of this, we were hoping to hear the developers’ visions for something that would
reflect our urban reality, and be particular to Philadelphia. Beyond that, though, we are
hoping for visions that bring the casino into the 21* century, rather than relying on tired
models like the window-less boxes of the 70s and 80s, or the soulless, disposable Disney-
fied theme parks that followed.

Recommendation: We hope that you not only demand these articulated standards from
the developers vying for a license, but that once you grant the licenses and begin the
second stage review process, you require the developers to periodic design and



architectural review against this criteria, and that they engage the public in an ongoing
dialogue about their plans and visions.

Environmental concerns: The public in particular was very worried about the
environmental impact of the casinos, especially from the high volume of cars the casinos
are expected to bring. Ideas like “green roofs,” that would build park-like spaces, should
be favored. Those developers that have ways of mitigating the impact on the
environment should also be favored.

Recommendation: That the board will, whenever possible, encourage the use of public
transportation, by, for example, encouraging the building of a transportation network that
allows people to easily move to and between the sites. The board should also demand a
serious commitment to environmental sensitivity and sustainability.

We hope this helps you as you review the details of these proposals. Please feel free to
call on us, particular PennPraxis, for more detailed input or reaction. In the Daily News’
partnership with Penn and Design Advocacy Group, we have labored diligently to remain
honest brokers in our advocacy for certain standards and elements in these developments,
and have no interest other than promoting what is in the best interests of the city.

For your interest, the entire forum can be heard online at
www.whyy.org/community/casino.html

Thanks for your attention to this, and for your own diligence in making the best decisions
possible in this.complicated process.

Sincerely,

Sandra Shea



Panelists’ biographies

Harris M. Steinberg, (moderator) FAIA, is the executive director of PennPraxis and a
member of the faculty of the Department of Architecture of the School of Design at the
University of Pennsylvania. PennPraxis is the clinical consuiting arm of the School of
Design whose mission is to foster faculty and student collaboration on real world
projects. Steinberg received his Bachelor of Arts in history and his Master of
Architecture from the University of Pennsylvania where he was awarded the Paul/
Phillipe Cret Prize for Architectural Design. He has lectured nationally and
internationally on the subject of the architecture of engagement, an area of study that
calls for architects to be actively involved in their communities. In 2001, he was
appointed to a seat on the Philadelphia Historical Commission by the Honorable John F.

Street, Mayor of Philadelphia.

Eugenie L. Birch FAICP is Professor and Chair of the Department of City and
Regional Planning at the University of Pennsylvania School of Design and co-director of
the Penn Institute for Urban Design. She was President of the Association of Collegiate
Schools of Planning, co-edited the Journal .of the American Planning Association and is
currently the chair, Planning Accreditation Board. From 1990 through 1995, she was a
member of the New York City Planning Commission. In 2002, she served on the jury to
select the designers of the World Trade Center site. Elected to the American Institute of
Certified Planners College of Fellows, she is also a Fellow, Urban Land Institute and a
member of the board of New York’s Municipal Art Society. She is currently engaged in a
longitudinal study of downtown living that is tracking performance in 45 American
downtowns.

Winka Dubbeldam is the principal of Archi-Tectonics, NYC founded in 1994.
Dubbeldam is a graduate of the Academy of Architecture, in Rotterdam (1990}, and
received a Degree in Master of Science in Advanced Architectural Design from
Columbia University in NYC in 1992, Dubbeldam has worked previously in several
offices in Holland and in the New York architecture offices of Steven Holl, Bernard
Tschumi and Peter Eisenman, She has taught in the Masters Programs of Columbia
University and Harvard University and currently holds the position of Associate Practice
Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Archi-Tectonics has been
featured in many professional journals and in the monograph Winka Dubbeldam,
Architect by 010 publishers (1996). The firm was recently nominated as “The Best and
Brightest” by Esquire Magazine, Dec 2004,

Alan Greenberger is a principal with MGA Partners, Architects and has 32 years
experience as an architect, planner, and civic activist in Philadelphia. He is the lead
designer for several of the firm’s major public and educational commissions including
renovations to the Mann Center for the Performing Arts. The firm’s major planning
efforts include Center City Strategic Plan, Fairmount Park Centennial District Plan, and



Avenue of the Arts Plan. He is a visiting professor in architecture at Drexel University
and visiting instructor in City Planning at the University of Pennsylvania. He is the co-
founder of the Design Advocacy Group of Philadelphia, a 400+ member organization that
lobbies for design excellence. He is also the Chairman of the Old City District.

Robert Hillier holds both a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Fine Arts from Princeton
University where he is also an adjunct professor in the School of Architecture. Hillier
Architecture provides services in architecture, interior architecture, strategic facilities
planning, historic preservation, urban design, graphic design and land planning and has
offices in Princeton, New York, Philadelphia, Washington and Shanghai. He is a leader
in the design of corporate campuses, including GlaxoSmithKline’s World Headquarters
in London, and headquarters for Sprint in Kansas and Capital One in Virginia. High
profile commissions include Citicorp, Beneficial Management, Steelcase, and several
university projects from Princeton, Yale, Penn and Columbia. He is also an AIA fellow.

Sarah Thorp is to receive her Master of Science in Historic Preservation from the
University of Pennsylvania in 2006. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Civil
Engineering from the University of Iowa in 1993, then served as a pilot in the United
States Navy from 1994 to 2003. She flew missions in Iraq and Bosnia from the aircraft
carrier USS George Washington, then served as a flight instructor teaching Navy and
Marine flight students in Pensacola, Florida. She participated in the PennPraxis design
charrette on Philadelphia casino siting in February 2005, and as a homeowner in
Fishtown has closely followed the events surrounding slot parlor licensing in
Philadelphia. She 1s currently the co-chair of the Fishtown Neighbors' Association
Casino Committee, and a founding member of the grass-roots organization Neighbors
Allied for the Best Riverfront (NABR).
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Panelists’ Report

Summary of Design Review of Gaming Proposals

Overall Impressions

The overall character of the design work presented generally disappointed the panel.
With the exception of the Pinnacle scheme (Site 1), the panel was not especially enthused
for any of the proposals. There was consensus that Philadelphia deserved better and that
old formulas for casino design needed to be rethought to make them more vital and

worthy of public support.

Several of the panel’s comments became recurring themes for the evening:

The waterfront is too valuable to crowd out with blank-walled, big boxes

Slots parlors and massive parking garages do not make for urban vitality

Lack of planning for the waterfront makes proposal.selection especially
difficult

Real public access to the waterfront is essential

Large roof areas require a more aggressive commitment to sustainable design

Proposals need less formulaic approaches to casino design

-City/state need to toordinate w/developers on access to/from mass transit

Philadelphia is a vital urban center — suburban concepts are inappropriate

Specific Comments on the Proposals

Site 1:

Delaware River Waterfront @ East Girard Avenue
Pinnacle Development w/Jerde Partnership, Architects

Positives ,

Site appears to be appropriately sized to handle large scale elements

Site appears to be reasonably isolated from Fishtown neighborhood

Real attempt at making a bone fide public place (lagoon et al)

Access to public lagoon is through central atrium, not through casino

Big box parking appropriately relegated to south end of site

Includes retail, 12-screen cinema, other public amenities besides slot parlor

Architectural of large buildings appears to be contemporary rather than
‘themed’,

Reuse of existing building on site for temporary casino

Negatives
No streetside elevation shown



Character of street environment between garage and entrance unclear
Architectural character of retail looks like ‘cartoon Philadelphia’

No true public way (outdoors} to lagoon '

Alot of amenity promised — can it/will it be delivered

Delaware River Waterfront @ Frankford Avenue
HSP Gaming w/Cope Linder, Architects

Positives

Architecture attempting to be contemporary and urban
Garage is reasonably sited and isolated

‘Green’ roof proposed

Negatives
Site may be too small

. Waterfront walk is isolated from streetside

Access to waterfront walk is through slots parlor or around back edges of site
Open space dominated by driveways and porte cochere

Main entrance leads almost immediately to slots parlor

Very little other public amenity

'Proximity to Fishfown more problematic than Site 1 =~ 7

Delaware River Waterfront @ Spring Garden Street
Planet Hollywood w/BLT Architects

Positives
Good connection and access to Spring Garden Street
Site very close to public transit (Market Street subway)

Negatives

Site may be too small

Entire ground floor consumed by parking, back of house functions
Public access to waterfront walk is very weak (past blank walls)
Streetside is dominated by parking and back of house uses

Very little other public amenity

Architecture is non-descript, looks like suburban shopping mall
Opportunity to extend Spring Garden Street to river is lost

Delaware River Waterfront @ Reed Street
Foxwoods w/ Friedmutter Group, Architects

Positives
Festival pier could be an asset

Negatives
Site may be too small



Rankings
Pinnacle:
HSP Gaming:

Foxwoods:
Trump:

Positives
- Not the waterfront
- Site may be large enough and reasonably isolated from residential areas
- Proximity to highway interchange '
- Potential for connection to commuter rail lines

Negatives
- No site plans, plans or sections shown at presentation, hard to evaluate
- Identity of project invested in a massive parking garage
- Use of Budd/train motif intriguing but of questionable value to architecture
= Sketches shown were more naive than sophisticated

Planet Hollywood.:

- ~ Traffic issues in retail area of South Philadelphia likely to be significant
- . Access to waterfront/festival pier through (somewhat convoluted) path in
building
- Architecture is amateurish and banal
- Architect confused about Philadelphia and its urbanity
- Parking garage dominates Delaware Avenue

Site 5: Former Budd Manufacturing Site, Henry Avenue @ Roberts Street
Trump w/ Worth Group, Architects

On a scale of 1 — 5, with 5 being the highest ranking, the sense of the panel was:

5
3
2
1

Not enough information presented



HO REALLY GWNS the city's sky-
line? [5 it just the developers who
have the money to construct the buildings? e
Cai't we, who live here, claim a little owh-,
ership of the skyline and the buildings that
have the power to change the way we live
and the way vie sée and navigate our city?
And when do we get our say? Before the .
bulldmga cver get built, or only after they're 5
done and it'’s too late to change anything? 7
[Thie value of ldst week's pablic forum on-- {

%
\

casino design; hosted by the Daily News,
Penn‘irmﬁ, And the Design Advocacy i

O PINNACLE

This proposal, at Richmond Street and

Schirra {}rive on the Delaware, and presented |

by architect Mare Blum from the Jerde Part-
nership, calls itself o “a living room” for the
community. They plan to create a multi-use en-
tertainment destination.

That means a casino, a lagoon where people
can ice skate in winter, a floating restaurant, a
cinema, restaurants and shops. This site is 33
acres, the largest of the waterfront sites.

What the panclists said: They gave high
marks to Pinnacle for public access, citing the
fact that people won't have to walk through the

roup, wWas n p* : s
Q“R o thar thoqe casine to get to the waterfront. Thoy liked the

fact that it sits on a larger site, reasonably iso-
lated from the Fishiown neighborhood, and | #
that the design was todern instead of
“themed.” On the nther hand, the architects:
didn’t show the panel an image of what it

\'.'ou]dlookhkefmmthe streat. & |

SANDRA i opers vying fer two slots- ¢

SHEA parlor bicenses and to - .-
© hear professional reac-
tions from a pahel of ex- - E

perts The plibllc also got to ask questlons.

= All this was done so that the public could |
send informed input Lo the state Gaming - e

Control Board, which has set fomorrow a8 9 RIVERW ALK
thé deadline for public response. . Y%

So today we're presenting the highllghts
of the evening, including the panelists’ renc-'
tiona to the proposzals, in case you missed
the forum and want to comment, (To hm’e
your say, get the necessary forms at .. !

;W pgeb.state.paus and mail it back in
fast). « ny v ow A Tl

e g Eoriddy

 —

(% S

‘heiag » détailéd critique of 1)
ject. the distudssion; moderated by
s head Harris Steihbeiy; focused

=L cr. .

i ? Thi$ proposal, for Coluinbus Boulevard ot Spring Garl dbove © ; :

: den Street, is on the 'smallest of the stes: an l5arre  What t.he panebst.s said: Thev were concer
¥ ' " former incinerator site owned by the city. Architect Micha-  public access to the water is too limited, and &
WL ; %3 r.. v . el Priftl of Bower Lewis Thrower saysthat wouldbeanad-  Riverwalk create aboulevard between its parage.
-,‘il-;- i i ; vantage, since that gite would provide aTevenue streamto 1o so people vould drive straight down to the river
e remains that not onlynrethe B the city. He stréssed its proximity to public transporta-  aily, they said, retail establishments could ling th
. lﬂl'gﬂ' plans for the waterfroft unforthed, tion, and said his group wants to restore public accessto  vard,
the waterfront, which has been forbidden thore for along They ware concerned that the entire ground {
time. The “back of house” — service and operations offic-  consumed by parking and back-of-house functio
es - and parking would be at stroet level, with gaming  isn't vital or attractive. Dut, they liked the locati
convenience to mass transit. «

] bmthecltyw]]lhavewrmallynosaylnd o

cldmg whmh sites work bcst for the %

*AQE 6 PHILADELFPHIA DAILY NEWS THURSDAY,



14 casino propassd = for
vard at Recd Street — wnipresénted by Robert
Schaeffer from Friedmutter Gioup.-He said the

feel” — and the feel that the casino is only one -
part of theentertainment.
The project would include restaurants loung-

necting the casino to the boardwmlk,

SUGARHOUSE

lan Cope, of archilects Cope Linder, ex-

plained that the main Moor of this casing, at
o Delaware Avenue between Allen and Shacka-
maxon streets, would be elevated slighthy, and
an upper level will house an entertainment
venue for porformances. He said that public
access to the watarfront is important to this
project, and has designed a continsous water-
front promenade.

Also, cight of the 17 acres will be devotad to
public space — that is, space that can be on-
Jjoved by ull — and Sugarhouse plans to build
aparkonthe roof.

What the panelists soid: They lauded the
architecture as being contemparary and ur-
ban, although they warried too much was be-
ing packed inte a small space. They liked the
voncept of o green, parkhke roof, and thought
the garage was reasonably sited and isolated.
They weren't happy that people have to walk
through the slots patlors to get to the water-
ﬁ‘O!’lt..* % ,g IE T e i

Fr i
y ¥ 1 - =
- §

O TRUMPSTREET _____

i T

ment the feel of a reiise of a historic buﬂdmg,
> 'What the ponclists said: They were con- .
- nrchitects” aim was to give Foxwoods a “resort . cerned that the 16-acre &ite is tod siall to hive so
much going on, and since it is surrounded by re-
gionnl retail (inchuding Wal-Mart and Home De-
pot), traffic is likely to be an issue. They weore con-
es and a hotel, but its most unusual fenture would 1 ceined about the parking garage dominating Co-
be & 30-to-50-foot. public boardwalk, or “festival "~ lumbus Boulevard. But they thought that the pro-
pier,” on the water and n grand pmmenade con-  posed festival pier could be an asset.

Trump's architect, Paul
Keller, said that the original
designs for TrumpStrest —
an 18-acre proposal at Hen-
ry and Roberts avenues —
were being redesigned after
a series of meetings with the
enmmunity. Their presenta-
tionincluded no site plans or

! ; . ..' L)
: [ "t r

FLoareas ey o

Where they'dgo

Lol

Lig '.j."
TP

f il

i
il Q.:
5

b ot m.. whMarkof St::‘_-

Gontinued fron: Preceding Page

people who live here,

The slots parlors are a stato
run show, with state Laws man
dating everything from how
many slot machines each casi
no must have (3,003) to when
they must epen.

State law has taken the con-
trot gut of gur hands. But at
this forum, we did get te hear
from the people whe are de-

, Signing the buildings.

. And so did our panelists:
Eugenie Birch, chair of the [e
partment of City and Regiona
Ploanning at the Pann Schaal
-of Design; Winkn Dubbeldam.
principal at Archi-Tectonics il
Mow York City and associnta
practice professor at Penn;

. Alan Greenberger, principal a
4 QMGA Architecta in Philadel- i

1 phia and co-founder. of the Dé

5 gign Aidvoeacy Group; Bob 3
. 4 Hilier, principal st Hillier Ar-

_'-chll.ecb.xre in Princeton; and-

; Sarah Thorp, PennDeSJgn
Preservation grad and a Fish-
tow'n activist.

You can hear n recordmg of
the svening at wwwwhyy.org.
If you have questions about
the prajects, send them to
slots@phifymews.com. *

Seniar writer Sandre Shea makes
senae of the bigisawes facing the ety -
amnd ts \axpayers. Call 215-854.5886

PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS

designs, so the panelist.s of ¢l sheasDphthynews. com; roa:
didn’t have enovgh informa- past colmsalhﬂvﬂﬂwfﬁﬂv
tionto which to react. # com/shos.
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WRITTEN COM':\{EM},_TO BE INCLUDED IN THE .
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS'

-, B
[ N

4 L] ., )
I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and . ¥
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licénses for slot

g o . Gids 5 ' - N N
" OPETALOrsT" e asamm——— bl o 2 ay o UL

L )

Name: 7%-/@_‘54 )ﬂ;‘ pm-;ﬁ | o T

Address:

R

Y

Telephone: %7

Organization, if any: /:/_5#7&“//'/ /Vf]é//ﬁ&,fé@é.p /.QS S&éﬁ 7—/0/1/ -
.Eanloyerf 5&45 E /ﬂ /’%\O/VE D T . T

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

I, e _ ’ ﬂgﬁ SA o verify that the iwnformation contained in this written
tomme

Wy‘( ;_.%e éit of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

B T T 2 B il =

A TS — e

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: '

Name: PAL?\O /V\ANU’lEM\Q ANO_ EI(C’CN 'CNYDKK

Address:

Telephonc ’ _ e by

Organization, if any:

2

ﬁ@hﬂw@} '.' My Com.er-u}\-'f Halft . e ﬁ"/rm;/;- Koo

‘Employer___

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

As a resident of _Vo "% her L besHes | demand that the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
extend the deadline for Written Comments beyond June 2, 2006, to a date no more than 60 days
prior to the licensing of Philadelphia’s Category li facilities. | require more time to review the
potential impact of the multiple gaming facilities proposed in and near my community.

In addition, | would like the PA Gaming Control Board to respond publicly to the following concerns:
Gml&“vj | 6*%00421 1h Fhis ne'%(éord_w/ 154 veedpe Lo
CAOS A Cﬂ‘fffb’?{ﬁr The I%Q@__Ne 9}/,, /Vfw‘ro_u_),_A,w-p/_ /\/\07"

rbliewa (}JL-"H\ "-*’“f”ﬂe e_}o,ﬁ'{y{? con.af'zﬁ&n_s- A New Far _..g_(s)
()U’d ,-WM"-'“’@,(?}},\O% oncs all ﬂroum(ﬂ/j hngéw/ooc/

The Plaws To juit Come In and Loild oot o
Jn‘a_'f' _j?’\”(e i"\‘k’ mﬁwwj’ all A‘Sfe-c"/—f of C(%/

teue Ct? 6,(,«1 e g S Selfaih. Pleas g

f



Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

. WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
*.  EVIDENTIARY,RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT .
T HEARINGS :

~
-~

’

I request that the folléwing comments be niade part of the public input hearing recotd and -
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for .
slots operators: * '

T e

. Caouelb CaapaEdl T

_ A'ddr'ess:'

Telephon

| Organmization, 11 any__ " 1<(or Al DA Sl S T 4 2 VIAT AN V2T Al 0 74 -
Employer: Jn) F'/M.‘"_'iﬁ\-'\'%i} O?Q-Eﬁ!ﬁl)év 2“9@;!\99‘5{ Zﬁgolzﬁ \Z -
COMMENTS: (Please use,reverse side if more space is requi}ed)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUBED IN THE 7"
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
Chn wie s w0 HEARINGS: Beeo
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=1 rcquest that the following comments be.made part of:the public.input hearing.record and_.

considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for
slots operators:

Name: M AELSHH (Z) EAch L. })708?06_

Address:

Telephor
Organizavuo, n any  soxownzsiy SIS S T D EIETS
Employer: st

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is required)

My name is Marsha Bacal and I testify as a resident of Society Hill Towers, who has
served as Chair of the Tower’s PAC and an elected member of the Tower’s Council.

—=I.would preface my statement with a question: Since casinos are traditionally designed as

" windowless black boxes, what could possnbly be the rationale for choosing sites that bordér - -

the Delaware waterfront, a treasured scenic public space?

Furthermore, I ask that, in making your developer selection, you consider establishing a
public right of way, encompassing a riverwalk (along the banks of the Delaware and
Columbus Avenue from Home Depot to Penn Treaty Park) and easy access to public
spaces for recreation — és proposed by civic planners and legislators.

I ask that you, if you indeed select a waterfront developer, set a mandatory requirement to
fund and maintain a Commercial Enterprise Zone, based on the structure of the very
successful Center City District to oversee the Riverwalk.

{over)



Comments: Page 2 (continued)

A Waterfront Trail is a public amenity whose time is now. The Schuylkill revitalization is
a successful prototype. The Delaware River and the citizens of Philadelphia deserve no
less and, if we delay, the window of opportunity will close. Once construction begins, it
will be too late. |

This is a perfect opportunity and can be done at a cost that is not onerous, based upon the
projected revenue numbers. It is a small sum to assure that Philadelphia citizens will
continue to enjoy the benefits of a revitalized, accessible Delaware River Waterfront.

| - - —1.believe-that.itis-now.or-never.-Please.don’t let-this default from neglect.... . ~o_. = «
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PURLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made pari of the public input hearing reeord il
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior o awarding licenses for
slots operators:

Namc:_w_[‘_\_h i _\f\_)_&.\% -

Addre

Telepl
Organ
Employer: Ph\\_d&@k\l(a\ Maxy Oﬁ' .

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more spacce.is required)




Testimony to Pemmsylvania Baming Commission
Philadefphia, PA
April 12, Z006

By: William Walsh
Firzt Vice President Greater Philadeiphia Hotel Assaciation

‘and Gengral Manager Philadelphia Marriott

Bood mmrning/efternoon ladies and gentiemen. My name is Bill Walsh and | am first vice
president of the Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association and gmmrd manager nf the Philadelphia
Marritt at 1Z® and Market Streets.

The membership of the Hotel Association supports the Commonwealth's plan for gaming in
Phitadeiphia. It i our hope, that once successhi, strong consideration be given ta full gaming in

the city.

The economic impact provided by easinos would add additional tax duilars through increased
taurism and help fund the expansion of the Pannsylvania Convention Center. Gaming in
Philadeiphia will add an alement of entertalnment for which the city is starving and serve as an
addmnnalaunnﬁnnmmnﬁmmmdmmfs_mdmnﬂdsmnmmhnhrﬂmsu
of us who live and wurk in the region.

More strungly we helieva that inurﬁérmmaiutnlnma:qualﬂy venues that enhance the
quality of the entire hospitality industry, mwnumthelmmﬂnnsitsswiﬂlhmfmnﬁnutesnfﬂm
core of this industry.. Center City.

We helim-mﬂmmﬂyisnlnﬁngummhmthemmdhmﬂm core center of the
Pennsylvania Convention Center, theatres, restaurants, hotels, and museum district would hinder,
not enhance, those served by the hmpitnlityindm'y..nnﬂ not enhance the nxpeﬂnncanfvisitnrs
to the region.

Contact: ‘Harriet Lessy i
Public Affairs Director
Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association

April 10, 2006



This might be a good time to tell you a litle more about us s you can see why we care so muh:

. o we employee mare than 13,500+ in our hatels that paid in excess of $9.5° million in
Philadelphia city wape taxes last year. _

Alsa in 2005 the 59 hotels in Philadeiphia county hotels paid:
ahout $2.5% millian in business privilege taxes,

more that $33.5* million in hotel room taxes, |

cofleted $3.5* million in figuor taxes

and almnst $1.3* million Is parking taxes

$902,000* in Use & Occupancy Taxes

And, mare than $I05,000* in Hat- pﬁ:ﬂt taxes | : ¢

We are talking ahout a tax cuntribution to the city of Philadelphia graater than
$51.3* million. That is a tugs mumber ~ and doesn’t even count the real estate taxes paid by the
pmpaﬂymmh'whhhuurlmt&mhmﬁi.wﬂnhkhmnfﬁﬂﬂnﬂﬂm

We can not support anything that may harm - nnﬂdmnutlmip ﬂmhlvnsmmﬂfﬂmlmtalm
restaurateurs, entertainment venues, and leisure activities. . .

WasuppmepmpnsalsnhngFlﬁhﬂnIphiasﬂnlnwammmmmﬂlhﬂmn mlllsufthe -
Pennsylvania Conventian Center. Others out of that range, we believe would hinder the growth

and ambience of the hospitality Industry in Philadelphia. Let me repeat that - we will suppurt any
nfﬂmhursimmmdﬂmtmwiﬂmmmﬂmufﬂmﬂmmhmhﬂmmnhmﬂem

i -:'t M‘] 3

. Hahdhvnﬂmﬁmhﬂﬁﬂmmhlmmlhmtamﬂﬂdnhrmmd
nnnvmhmnﬂnndmwhnmmmﬂﬂlmﬂmmﬂmhnspmmymm rastanrmm:
theatres, performing arts end sports venses. . -

(‘mﬁmspmﬂadhthn?lﬂﬁp&hﬂmbmﬂnfhmm)

.
+ Dl.t
- b E

who *,

Contact: Harriet Lessy _ 2
Public Affairs Director
Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association

April 10, 2006



« BPHA wants to be assured that any gaming licenses be issued only ta casino operating
campanies that want to see their investment flourish in Phitadeiphia,

« Any sites and/ar licenses should be setected with the intent to bufld first class facilities,
which fall under the guirelines of AAA's Casino Digmond :lm:innnhnn of a four or five
diamond facility.

. Agamlnuht:llityshnu|dhnnnulnserﬂmaﬂnm—hlmkraﬂinsh'nmanysnmmnfﬂm

" Pannsylvania Convention Center. The buffer, we believe, is needed to protect the integrity
of the Convention Center, its conventinnzers and trade show sttendees._some of whom
may abjext to having Slot Parlors in their face. .

If & casino has a hotel companent, afnirblminzssplﬂingﬁeldnaedstn be established tn prevent
casinos fram having an unfair advantage in competing against existing hotels. The foliowing
reguiations should he adopted by the Commuonwealth of Pennsylvania to allow the State to
maximize tax revenues: .

. animhnﬁleduﬂnﬂadvamummtnsnnhﬂlhnmﬁw&dmaEﬂ-nﬁh
radius of the casino.

. BasinnhutzkshallnﬂmakenvnilahhhﬁnqamwlwhlinpﬁMmﬂianrhﬂlhuardsﬂm
affer complimentary accomsiwdations. Allowing a high number of complimentary raoms
would seriously dilute the tax base_incleding the hotel ronm tax which supports in part,
marketing and public relations effurts tn attract visitors and conventioneers to the
region,

o The casino hotel may otherwise prospect/advertise fur new customers through other
media as lony) #s the pricing for rooms is consistent with the average seasonal rate in the
city accarding to Smith Travel Research. Drastically reduced room rates should he
avoided and are not needed with a Center City lucation, The present hotel inventary has a
range of rates tn accommuodate all prize points and eur average room rates eurrently
rank at about Z5™ in the nation. We are even trelow that of one of our nesrest competiturs
- Baltimore.

Contact: Harriet Lessy 3
Public Affairs Director
Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association

April 10, 2006



. ®

Casino developers/operators must: ‘ ® 3 Ce e - -

Maintainﬁastnndmdsufaﬁmtclassmhmmdmustmnuinaﬁmtulfaniiity. The

facllity should bre multi-use and inchrde high quality vendors, services, restaurants and

retailers. The retaflers/restaurants located in ar near the complex must alsa ba first-
class.

L1

Flanfnrmmminntnﬁﬂ]gm@g.

Addmhlﬁlnglmms.mrkmduwhpurdimmmtyﬂnunnﬂm pass, hzgmlm
nndmfnmtnpmte:tﬂmhtmﬂynfenhhdmv Loitering should not be alfowed

“ wlthlnﬁumnﬁnmnfﬂmgamhnfaﬂﬂynnﬂwiﬂrhamﬂ-hntmﬂhmnfﬂm

enh*anmslaxits ufﬂm hmilrl'v

3

Pmﬁdnadnmmtnmmﬂyfnrallmtsnfﬂmhﬁlﬂv nntllmttlmaims/gmfngnm

Snnurhypnhtsm'n: ahmmnﬁﬂngﬁmaﬁrm'mﬁmmwﬂlhewiﬂﬂnclmpﬁﬂmﬂvm
their hotel, restaurants, meeting venues, mussums, outdonr cafes end the waterfront.

We urge that your selections in Philedelphia meet the "mthin thres miles of the Pennsylvanla
Enmntinn Eenter . 5 : ]

Thank you.

)
&

Contact: Harriet Lessy 4
Public Affairs Director
Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association

April 10, 2006
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Position Statement on Gaming in Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association
April 12, 2006

L
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The Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association supports the Commonweaith's plan
for slots-only casinos in Philadelphia and would like strong consideration for full
gaming in the city. The economic impact provided by casinos would add
additional tax dollars through increased tourism and fund the expansion of the

Pennsylvania Convention Center. Gaming in Philadelphia will add an element of

entertainment for which the city is starving. GPHA aiso believes that all of the
considerations listed below should be implemented prior to granting a gaming
license and should apply not only to Greater Philadelphia but also ﬂrmughout
The Commonwealth.

We continue to befieve that Gaming in Philadeiphia will add an excellent element
of entertainment for visitors, conventioneers, business travelers and residents.
And more strongly we believe that In order to maintain casinos as quality venues
to enhance the quality of the hospitality industry they must be located on sites
within a few minutes of the core of this industry. We believe that totally isolating
one casino from the other and from the core center of the Pennsylivania
Convention Center, theatres, restaurants, hotels, and museum district would
hinder, not enhance, those served by the hospitality industry.

We support any proposals along Philadelphia’s Delaware River area within three
miles of the Pennsylvania Convention Center. Others out of that range, we
believe would hinder the growth and ambience of the hospitality industry in
Philadelphia.
4
+ GPHA wants to be assured that any gaming licenses be issued only to
casino operating companies that want to see their investment flourish in
Philadelphia.

e Any sites and/or licenses should be selected with the intent to build first
class facilities, which fall under the guidelines of AAA's Casino Diamond
designation of a four or five diamond facility. .

» Locations within three miles of the Pennsylvania Convention Centér are
ideal so that the gaming facility is a short cab ride for tourists and
convention attendees, who are essential to the hospitality industry.

Contact: Harriet Lessy.
Public Affairs Director
Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association

April 2006 _



A gaming facility should be no closer than a three-block radius from any
entrance of the Pennsyivania Convention Center. The buffer, we believe, is
needed to protect the integrity of the Convention Center, its
conventioneers and trade show attendees.

if a casino has a hotel component, a fair business playing field needs to be
established to prevent casinos from having an unfair advantage in competing
against existing hotels. The following regulations should be adopted by the
Commonwealth of Pennsyivania to allow the State to maximize tax revenues:

Casino hotel operators shall not advertise room rates on billboards within a
60- mile radius of the casino.

Casino hotels shall not make avallable to the general public print media or

- billboards that offer complimentary accommodations. Allowing a high

number of complimentary rooms would dilute the tax base.

The casino hotel may otherwise prospect/advertise for new customers
through other media as long as the pricing for rooms is consistent with the
average seasonal rate in the city according to Smith Travel Research.
Drastically reduced room rates should be avoided and are not needed with
a Center City location. The present hotel inventory has a range of rates to
accommodate all price points.

Casino developers/operators must:

Maintain the standards of a first class casino and must remain a first class
facility. The facility should be multi-use and include high quality vendors,

services, restaurants and retailers. The retailers/restaurants located in or

near the complex must also be first-class.

Plan for expansion to full gaming.

Address loitering issues, work to develop ordinances with City Council to
pass, legisiate and enforce same to protect the integrity of each facility.
Loitering should not be allowed within the confines of the gaming facility
and within a 100-foot radius of the entrances/exits of the facility.

Provide adequate security for all aspects of the facility, not just the
slots/gaming areas. '

Contact: Harriet Lessy 2
Public Affairs Director
Greater Philadelphia Hotel Association

April 2006



Pennsylvania
Gaiming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and.
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot |
operators;

-

Name: ™ P

Address:

Telephor

P *

Organization, if any:

; .
Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) ; .
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%M vertfy’that the information contained in this written /\_E_Lu
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. '
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