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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part-of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, ' A (/ / to¥ verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

# x| imgmem ees].request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearmg record and
' considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Controt Board prior to awarding licenses for slot™>~ —_« -
operators; .
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“WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECGRD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 reguest thai the following commenis bemade part of the public inpui heuring secord.and
sonsidersd by the Pennsylvania Gaming Conteol Board] prior lo awarding leenses for slot
opcrators:
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Comments: Page 2 (continued) -
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

T e mpen. rmasTLL T e LR R S o . = s - m TR R - - . .

Name: Steve Hotujac

Telephone:

Organization, if any:

Employer:___HOK Sports Facilitiés Architects, PC

COMMENTS: (Plea-sck use second page if more 'space is re:q;:ired)

| am writing in support of the “Pittsburgh First / isle of Capri” plan. | had the fortunate oppertunity to
be in attendance during the 2 days of public input hearings on April 18 and 19 regarding the
awarding of a slots parlor license for the City of Pittsburgh, PA. | was impressed not only by the
turnout but also by the passion exhibited by many of the speakers from the public sector. The point
I was most able to take away from the hearings, first and foremost, is that the community loves
their hockey team. While these hearings to the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board were for the
issuance of a gaming license it became quite apparent that it is so much more to the citizens of
Pittsburgh.

All three of the competing gaming entities gave outstanding presentations with many compe!ling

~ reasons why their business model was the best for the community of Pittsburgh from many

perspectives including new jobs, tax relief, philanthropy, and new development. Only one of these
entities however, “Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri®, had a plan in place that not only covered all of the
above criteria but also offered a new multipurpose arena for the City of Pittsburgh, no strings
attached.

I am employed by an architectural firm whose business is in the design and construction of major
arena and stadia projects around the world and | can tell you first hand the many difficulties
associated with a city being able to build a new arena facility. It is unheard of that a private .
organization is willing to offer such a great deal to a community using no public money or asking for
a contribution from the major tenant. While the Majestic Star and Forest City contingents
refuctantly offered some support of a new arena plan put forth by the Governor, the only group that
had done the necessary planning and design was the *Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri” team. The
reasons are many that this is the best plan for the community of Pittsburgh.



. entirety.

Comments: Page 2 (continued)

Location

From a pedestrian and vehicular trafﬁc perspective the {sle of Capri is situated on the east side of
downtown. A proposed public green space would connect downtown with the proposed
development over the existing freeway thus linking the Lower Hill District to downtown and
promoting pedestrian movement. The existing traffic patterns are already in place and will not be
affected during peak arena and casino use times. The addition of 5,000 structured parking spaces
for the arena and casino ensure no additional load on the current parking inventory.

Revitalization of the Lower Hill and Uptown Neighborhood Districts
The plan calls for 28 acres of housing, retail and office on the site currently occupied by the Mellon

Arena. The “Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri” plan will enliven a district that has been neglected for
almost 40 years. Much was said in the presentation about correcting a wrong and destroying a
neighborhood, but that is history. More importantly is the creation of a new and better

- -neighborhood-that-will-be the center for-a-quality~active-district-in the-downtown-urban core~The » ~— — =

other two competing sites already are in a redevelopment mode with the two new stadiums on the
north shore and Station Square development to the south. The addition of a casino on either site
wouid do little to spur further private development The concern over added traffic to these
locations should be taken into actount.

Synergy

The adjacent proximity of the arena/casino and proposed development in the “Pittsburgh First / Isle
of Capri” plan will create a synergy that the other applicant's plans will not match. Locating these
facilities closely together will promote additional use of the casino on arena event nights thus
generating added tax revenues. The supportive retail housing and office development will offer a
solid base of support right next door. It should also be noted that new private development and
restoration of the blighted 5 Street corridor can be anticipated with the arena/casino placement in
the "Pittsburgh First / isle of Capri” plan.

New Arena
it was stated by Ken Sawyer of the Pittsburgh Penguins that the only plan that will guarantee the
team remains in Pittsburgh is if the “Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri” plan is awarded the gaming
license. To his credit the Governor has stepped up and offered a proposed Alternate Plan B to
address the new arena issue. This plan however falls short of the $290 million offer on the table
from the “Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri”. The Penguins, under the proposed alternate plan, would
be required to pay an annual amount of $4 million to help pay down the arena debt. The
“Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri” plan pays for the design and construction of the new arena in its
o sz sx T
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In my business | am keenly aware of potential movements of pro sport franchises from one city to -
another, largely the case of the inability of a community to agree to be taxed to help support arena
funding. This is taken totaily out of the equation in the “Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri” plan. | have
witnessed first hand in my own community of Kansas City what the loss of a pro sports franchise
means having lost the A’s to Oakland, the NBA Kings to Sacramento and the NHL Scouts now the
New Jersey Devils. If the team would move and at a later time Pittsburgh is granted another
franchise you would be shocked at what it will cost in terms of dollars to restart a franchise. It
would definitely take a new arena facility for Pittsburgh to be considered again. Just ask the City of
Charlotte how much they have spent in getting an expansion NBA team after the Hornets relocated
to New Orleans.

In closing the only plan that makes sense for Pittsburgh is the “Pittsburgh First / Isle of Capri” plan.
Let's do the right thing for the community.

I, ' Steve Hotujac verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: - ~
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Il Lo Y i T et L e _ _ - H & PR

Erica L. déoding

-l gL e T e

Name:

el

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employer:__ 01d Republic Surety Company

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

I wish to recommend that the awarding of the Pittsburgh area slots license
g0 to the organization which would best serve the community - Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc/Pittsburgh First.

I beliéve their proposal will best serve this area - $1 billion in developmen!
revitalization of the Lower Hill District, and a $290 million dollar multi-
purpose arena {(at no tax payer expensej.

Thé 'Isle of Capri Casino, Inc. proposal is the best plan for this city.

Thank you.

-
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

I, @ﬂLéﬁdlb{ verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true(and Correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

_ I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

~"considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot.-
operators:
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Organization, if any:__.
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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June 1, 20006

@eﬁnsylvania Ga}niﬁg Control Boa;d
P. O Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

re: Pittsburgh’s gaming license and Isle of Capn

To the PGCB:

I am writing as a private citizen to express my support for awarding the Pittsburgh
(Gaming License to the Isle of Capr proposal.

The Isie of Capri proposal will directly benefit downtown Pittsburgh more than the others
I have read about. The other proposals are removed from the downtown area by bridges
and distance. The Isle of Capri’s proposal is the one that will most likely help fill
downtown hotels, restaurants, and parking garages.

There has been much development in recent years in suburban areas around Pittsburgh,
but much of the downtown area is suffering. Downtown Pittsburgh needs to have this
facility in its adjacent “Uptown” neighborhood to help rebuild the commerce that we had
downtown when I was a child.

The inclusion of a new arena for the Pittsburgh Penguins and other entertainment is a
secondary asset, but an important one.

I hope the Board will seriously consider the Isle of Capri proposal and accept it.
Smcerely, T

Robert B. Kunkle
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_ WR_ITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

e ,operators: < == __. O ot ,C o
o O o

- e O T .~ FR——

/thbv\i C(

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

QOrganization, if ahy:

_ Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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| Address:
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Organization, if any:_
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COMMENTS:-(Please use é¢cqn_d page if more space is required)
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I am writing to express my support of the Isle of Capri application for the slots license in
A Pittsburgh, and to encourage to you award the license to Isle of Capri. The issue boils down to a
few basic points: 4

- All of the applicants will provide property tax relief. Even if one plan prowdes a
marginally greater amount of tax relief, the amount of actual tax reduction to each
individual property owner will be minor, when spread across the thousands of property
owners throughout the area. The representative of the Forest City/Harrah’s applicant
who said at the meetings in April that Harrah’s casino would put Pittsburgh in:the same
tourist attraction as their locations in Las Vegas, Paris, Lake Tahoe, etc. was lying - and
anyone in the Pittsburgh area will tell you that much. A casino in and of itself will not
make Pittsburgh anymore of a tourist attraction than it is today. ‘

e R
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

- That said, we should look at other benefits to the area. Most importantly, Isle of Capri
_ offers a one billion dollar development plan in an area that needs it desperately, the Hill
i District. This area is just outside of downtown and connects the downtown area to
QOakland. Yet the Hill District is run-down, old, and declining. This development would
help not onty the Hill District area, but would lead to further growth in downtown and
Oakland, possibly giving new life to the Fifth & Forbes development. Station Square is
already an established attraction, and the North Side location proposed by Don Barden’s
group is already being developed on the heels of the Science Center and new stadiums in
that-area. Plus, you are already aware of the traffic studies which show that traffic at both
Harrah’s and Barden’s Iocatlons will be major problems.
s TN The! Isle of Capri plan ensures 100% that a’ iew- aréna will'be built and thatthe Pittsburgh=—a % =
- Pengums will stay in Pittsburgh where they belong. Carnegie Mellon University did a
finanéial impact study showing that the Penguins generate over $100 million in annual
revenie to the area. Can that much be made up year over year in property tax relief? Not
‘likely. Plan B put forth by Gov. Rendell, Mayor O’ Connor, and County Executive Dan
Onarato is short-sighted and a house of cards. Pittsburgh should have learned its lesson
on allowing debt service to finance a new venue, as tax money was still being used to pay
for Three Rivers Stadium even after it was demolished because of the debt bonds. And
there is no guarantee that Harrah’s or Barden will live up to the $7.5 million annual
contribution for the entire 30 years. If they decide to no longer contribute that money, the -
burden will fall on the taxpayers.

- This goes beyond the Penguins as well. A new arena will allow NCAA Tournament
games to be held here (which they currently can not because of the substandard
facilities), bettet concerts, etc. This generated even more revenue to the area, and comes
at not once cent of taxpayer money. Plan B can be touted as a tdx-free cost, but it
includes millions of dollars in gaming revenue contributions that could be used for other
purposes if a new arena is funded up front by Isle of Capri.

- Perhaps the most compelling argument is this — Isle of Capr: has been supported by over
30 local poht1c1ans numerous local council boards, the Pittsburgh Post Gazette, and
@_n-q- thousands “of Fesidents both inside-and outside of Allegheny County: To my knowledge;
" 'no po]1t1cnan has endorsed any of the other plans. These politicans know first-hand what
is best for the region, and it is their job to ensure the best for the public. Why is it that all-
these people support Isle of Capri, and the other plans are only supported by those with a
vested financial interest?

e -ﬁ*’_."‘“’!-r "

-

Again, 1, along with thousands of people who live in this area, implore you to award the slots
. license to Isle of Capri. Thank you for\)\'our time. b

1S

D(Q (P K b D(‘Qq LS\ C\f\ verify that the information contained in this wntten
comment is true and correcttd the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
opcrators:
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

| request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: -
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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Commerits: Page 2 (continued)
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Letter to PGB:

1.

Thank yiou for your time and consideration.

"+ 't:ﬂ-’

As a visitor to the city of Pittsburgh, | may see the city a bit differently than those that live there.
What | see is a city in desperate need of rebuilding — in many areas but especially the downtown
- which is where |, as a visitor, spend most of my time. | see need for better access, more living .

space and more entertainment venues. Don't get me wrong, the outskirts/suburbs are nice, but as
a visitor.i | am more interested in being in a city where there are things to see and do.

b4 U b3

-i-‘]l be honest. | am a Penguin fan and will continue to visit the city.as long.as the Penguins are
there. If they go, then there is no reason for me to visit Pittsburgh — there are full-service casinos
alot closer to where | live, so going to a $500million slots casino 5 hours away isn't an incentive
1o visit. ‘There is good shopping an hour away from me, so again, having nice storesr‘ntce outlets,
. not an incentive. However, ‘having a strong economy with available:jolis,.good access great..”

downtown Ilwng, ptus the chance to live near the "home team” may.entice me. to move to 1 Vv e
P\ttsburgh X ” N : i x i u . T S S

Q . ot _.. #.-r -- - _ma b ':1"*; J; .E‘:_.hl..._ ’.i.u_
1 have been closely followmg the process of the caslno slots award and there are a few things - - e

>~ that stand out. When ‘Gonsidering each plan, it is folly to say you should not consider the arena : ‘-.** Y

issue. Why? Because any other possible plan means public funds — even a "bond” from the cuty SR
-that will be paid back’ over. 20+ years means money that is going toward an arena mstead:of cther— TR

*‘. items for the communlty By o T JEET e e T

- S ¥y
= & S s 5

The! whole justification for the slots Ilcense was to provide tax rellef By strict definition; tax*rellef EH e
comes ‘from a) bringing in more revenue to cover costs b) taking on Ie.,slro debt: to comniete TR W

that needs more $ to completeé its constructlon -,

s ’ i R T
AII 3 proposa]s have submitted: pFOjeCtIOFIS that WI|| increase reve “1ue te it reity - ’the qusr tu‘-f S, - o

i whrch one-is a more realistic amount of revenue? How would yriu: budgst vour: om. persornal oonre Ay

“expenses?’ By hoping for the-best.or preparmg for the maost reatisiic scénario? iz apoears Gdds - e

that. one‘ptan projects a lot more revenue than the other two plans - the ather two seem.to r‘rake’ 2 \ e
more sense. . i - el Ten.
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However only cne has put forth a commltment that will mean less taxpayer money to public ; . ...
projects public projects that will have to be done by this city. . By P iy fe RptC
A new arena is reqmred in the Pittsburgh area — for concerts, conventions, eto It's not é questlon &

of “if; but & question of “when”. Those who say it's only for the Penguins aré not correct. A city the %
't size Of Pittsburgh needs a place where concerts, car shows, Dora The Explorer; conventichs;u
. professional speakers, etc. can perform — a place that offers the residents entertainment and
bnngs in tourists for the city and its businesses. Doesn't it make more sense to build onewithout

£ taxpayer money now instead of doing it with taxpayer money a couple of years from:now? And,

- doesn't it make more sense to do it while there's a waiting tenant to come in and pay a lease -
amount to the city each year for the use of such an arena? Why build it 3 years from:now with
taxpayer. money and have it sitting empty for 90+ days a year’?

Other considerations:

Location — you know the traffic issues of each location probably better than |, so | won't take up
your time in going over them again. { will just point out again, that an independent engineer
working for the Gaming Task Force has publicly stated the Harrah's casino would generate the
most traffic issues, the IOC plan is best from a traffic standpoint. Traffic issues will mean more
infrastructure costs, paid for by taxpayers, which goes against the rationale for a slots casino.



Jobs — Aside from the jobs generated from building the casino and the casino itself, there are the
construction jobs for building an arena and the re-building of the hill district; additionally, the jobs
from the arena itself and the new businesses in the hill district. All of these extra jobs'havea
cascade effect on the overall area’s economy and create opportunities for young people in the
area - a key ingredient in keeping and cultivating talent — and taxpayers for the future.

Tourism = Aside from the tourists that may visit the area to go to the casino — you have differing
opinions on how many people actually will; again, where one is substantially higher than the other
2 ~ there are also the people who already come to Pittsburgh to see the Penguins. These are
established fans (myself included) who contribute to the local economy — hotels, restaurants,
5 2 shops, etc. an approximate $70m a year — and will continue to do so if the team has a new afena
o el to play in. These are not made up numbers - they are established numbers given the 30 years of L
. =, 1&g the franchise'’s existence. These people may also visit theicasino while in‘Rittsburgh,.but will not 5
RIS __‘.'-'-‘l. likely.come to town just for a casino. A loss of this amount of revenue will need to.be made up.
T {'.-..' ,5_: b4 sumewhere 'some through lost jobs/closures, some through’ charglng more for. other services.
T I 10 2 S T X setoagn oty arater :
& Corporate cmzenshlp . The issues in other cities where Harrah's has a casino arewell ;: Ja T
f;z*- X documented.— fromerevenue over-projections resuiting in more public money to suppcrt them in = WS R
. ¥-cplaces. where they were to.provide tax relief to labour issues. Majestic Star is imiplicated in maklng _
" private’deals with politicians to get favourable deals..To.date, the only applicant that appears,tos )
et “have a good ongoing relationship with the cities they are located in is IOC. Additionally, they.are,
“avenite optreallyithe only applicant that has stepped ‘up fo contribute moré than a:casinoto'the citylwithout* = i«
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s rbelng asked.or dffered further incentives. The other applicants have offerad mostincentives: onlyv ’r\
after being asked to. What Kind of partner does the city of Plttsburgh want in-a relationship that e A J
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| -'Pen'n-sylv.anic;
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
E;}VIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
1 requcsi: that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

.. considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators: T ' i

Name: - MAKK J-\. RHTKU\S} PA \D |

Address:

Te]ephorile:
Organizaétion, ifany: D& T oF EConOMiICS
Emp]oyér: . LQ SA LLE Ul NE/CS }7‘7’

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

T c%w&ﬂ&r?:’ ME  GaMING ConTROL BOARD To AWARD T
PAITSBURE N ~AREAR LICENSE Td THE ISLE-~OF - CAPRI AFFLI
(T S TH&‘ onjiY APPLICATIoN THAT CoNTARINS WHAT Edon 0
DUB_S 16 F e ANT “POSITIVE (EX TRNALITIES" Rok M

WESTERN PENNSYWANIA  REGION, MAT 1S 7 SpY
RECEWNE . ;
Me AREQ Wiki, MANY QGENEF TS, NeT  THE [eAST HF

WU e S AN EXPANDED /N omE  Aup RERy,, &£S7A
Tax ~BASE, SO CRUCIAL N ME 1TV oF PTTSBYREH!s
EcroRT | TO CoPE W (TR A woNB-TEEM p)s00, )3
BE‘/o)\?rD THE ECofdo miICRCLY SALVBRIOVS 1mPARCT &F
c,o-.ng',e-ocf_*noﬁj MiS FPRo POSAL 18 THE OWNLY  olE 508 i1
MAT WL AFFoRD THE ¢ty ok PITTSOUREH AND S
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Comments:.Page 2 (continued)
WHILH Wiklk ENSURE CoNTINVANCE of THE PITTS BURAGE
PEN GUINS HodldUgY FRANCHISEC ANMD 4 staTeE- oF
TME- ART AL~ PURPOSE  €x TERTA/N M ENT fAeaar
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1 | \' verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania

B ~ Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:

Name:_" ) j;[;ﬂ&{ N g _ éMt/@’&f 0 —-— s
Address:

51;:!:]'f:éh(alie:

Organization, if any:
Employer: Jﬁ«/ﬁ’/@( ey, 2 %Srl/ €4S s /CLI/Z

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

I, (M/Z&‘ é"qﬂ/ ‘Z&/ verify that the information contamed in this written

comment i3 irde and to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

“I'request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

m i - R SRR

Nante; Westmoreland County Board of Commissioners Tgy Balya, Tom Ceraso, Phil Lig]

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

We, the Westmoreland County Board of Commissioners, Tom Balya, Tom Ceraso and
Phil Light, ardently support the Pittsburgh First proposal for a gaming casino in the city
of Pittsburgh. This alliance, consisting of the Isle of Capri Casinos Inc, the Pittsburgh
Penguins, Nationwide Realty Investors, Ltd. and the community, is dedicated to putting
the interests of the people of Pittsburgh First in advocating and planning one of the
la{gcst ecc_mognic_; development projects in the history of southwestern Pennsylvania.

Without question, the Pittsburgh First plan is the premiere proposal for a new gaming
casino. It will: -

Invest more than $1 billion in development

Create thousands of new jobs — good paying jobs with benefits

Revitalize the Lower Hill District and Uptown neighborhoods

Reconnect downtown Pittsburgh with the Lower Hill District

Privately fund the construction of a $290 million multi-purpose arena
Keep the Pittsburgh Penguins in Pittsburgh

Donate $1 million annually to the Pittsburgh First Foundation



-k

Comments: Page 2 (continued)

Pittsburgh First is the best plan for Pittsburgh because it has the best location and the best
access, as determined by an independent study completed by the Pittsburgh Gaming Task
Force. It also will generate the most tax revenues because of the location and access,
especially the synergies of having the casino located next to a brand new multi-purpose
arena and a short walk from the convention center.

The Pittsburgh First plan guarantees $290 million in private funding for a multi-purpose |
arena. Alternative plans will take $7 million annually from the state Economic
..z Development and Tourism program to pay for the cost of a-new arena ~ money that is -

desperately needed for smaller communities.

The Pittsburgh First Plan, unlike competing proposals, also enjoys widespread support,
with endorsements from more than 80 state and local legislators and elected officials. In
addition, a recently conducted petition drive throughout the greater Hill District
community has gathcred more than 2,000 signatures of support for the Pittsburgh First
project.

This plan offers a redevelopment project that will rebuild the lower Hill District and
reenergize and reconnect the neighborhood to downtown Pittsburgh.

For these reasons, the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board should award the slots license
to the [sle of Capri, allowing this unprecedented economic development to proceed in
Pittsburgh. We thank you for your consideration, and look forward to your decision.

Phil . ; ;
I, Tom Balya, Tom Ceraso,Light verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Conitrol Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
... operators:

Namce: ) bﬁ-u“&- C ?%{MM

Address;

Telephon

Organization, if any: P)@SQG MUVGK C!Z/I/lm% IR A I
Employer:.. -+ - - P}()‘SSO& MOU& Cmfl(_!.ﬁn‘&'g

+COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is requlred)

Dear Pennsylvama Gaming Control Board

I have been a loyal resident of Pittsburgh for 46 years. 1 have seen the city go through seasons of

growth and seasons of despair. My love for her compels mie to celebrate in her victories and mourn in

her days of gloom. Perhaps each of you considers your hometown a special cherished place, a place
inseparable from your identity and central to your love of life. Then certainly you understand the
desperate devotion I have to see that the right decision is made for my beloved Pittsburgh. Especially
now, that as a doctoral student in Public Policy.and Planning:and Development;d have a better S
understanding of the tangible and intangible assets that enable an urban area to grow and thrive.

Rarely over these many years of romance with my fair city have I seen such an opportunity for
revitalization and renewed hope for such a large cross-section of the Pittsburgh public as I do in the Isle
of Capri proposal for building a slots casino, hotel, and new multipurpose entertainment facility, and
upgrading a blighted neighborhood. 1am not uninformed. 1 have reviewed the three proposals and
considered their benefits and costs, and have concluded that Isle of Capri plan is vastly superior in what
1 call “the community value margin” ~ the accrued benefits and revenues minus all associated costs. In
my view it is not even close.

Several important points underscore the superiority of the Isle of Capri plan:

The first is the fact that the Isle of Capri has committed $290 million to build the entertainment facility,
obviating the need to raise, transfer, or solicit taxpayer funds for such a facility. This statement needs

L
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

to be read several times to realize its full impact. In a city where businesses and residents are taxed to
the extent that it gives rise to massive capital and human flight, an opportunity like this is the perfect
salve for the tax-beleaguered Allegheny County public. Please do not let it pass through our fingers.

Secondly, no one should expect the new owners of the city’s professional hockey team to exhibit
sentimental loyalty to the city of Pittsburgh or to choose to keep the team in Pittsburgh if a superior
economic opportunity is present elsewhere. A brand new arena with expanded revenue opportunities at
no cost to the new owner will secure the team in Pittsburgh. The other plans, and plan B, all require the
new owners to pay in several million dollars a year over an extended time period for a new arena to be
built. Comparatively, that is not incentive, that is disincentive. When the owners are planning to buy
the team at fair market value, their anticipated profit margin and estimated return on investment will not
be sustained under a scenario in which they are required to payout millions of dollars year-afier year,

i

s et

Regarding the team, 1 have learned that though the Penguins were the second worst team in the NHL
this past season, their attendance averaged 94% capacity. That is remarkable. It reveals that there is
not only a sizable and loyal fan base, but that there is tremendous ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ equity in having the
team in Pittsburgh. ‘Hard’ in that this fierce loyalty will translate into direct revenue opportunities for
the team, local businesses, and governments. The ‘Soft’ value involves the things that give rise to the
quality of life in the city and county. 1 sense, from both the numbers and the buzz in the street, that
there is a deep affiliation with this team and its legacy, and that the quality of life and the pride of being
a ‘Pittsburgher’ are strongly associated with the Penguins. In addition, when employers make decisions
about where to locate facilities they are concerned with attracting talent and want to promote a city that
has several professional sports teams. Consideration of factors that expand employment and the tax
base in Pittsburgh should be prioritized. Therefore great care should be taken with this precious asset,
and-that it should not be exposed to risks that could lead to the teams® departure. The path of least risk,
the only sure path, is to embrace the Isle of Capri offer.

Finally, you may be aware of the sentiments of the African Aimerican community regarding the blighted
Hill District. Once a thriving center of black culture, entertainment, and business, it is now known for
crime, drugs, and dilapidated housing. The deterioration of this region can be partly attributed to the
construction of the Civic Arena in the 1960s, which removed key commercial and cultural zones. More
than any other, the Isle of Capri plan commits to rebuilding efforts in this area, and the proximity of the
proposed slots, hotel, and entertainment complexes provide many more job opportunities for Hiil

.. — ~District residents. .Of course the leaders of this.community recognize this hope and-support the Isle of -
Capri plan, but one can’t help but also to recognize the great opportunity to help redress a past
grievance and to contribute to the social and economic transformation so desperately wanted by this
community.

i

Thank you for considering these factors as you ponder the choices set before you.

I, C‘h MIJ C f)"//w verify that the information contained in this written

commem 18 true and corre,{t to the best of my knowledge and belief,

5'://?/06
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' Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: N 2r D m & %ﬂﬁf

Address;

Teleph NE ,
Organization, if any: // ga &
Employer: 5 s [ ‘#’

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)



Comments: Page 2 (continued)

1, C\/{' remfe Z L )’7 25 verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and.correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

The decision as to where fo issue the casino license comes down to whether it Is based on what
is the best for the City of Pgh., or other considerations. | am concemed about the City of Pgh.,
and what this city needs most, | feet the most important factor hopefully will be the one that will
help spark the city to revitalize itself. The most important factor is lighting a spark that will flame
the spirit of the people of Pgh., to believe that the city has the potential 1o tum itself around and
regain its importance as a major city in this great nation. Sitting in the center between Chicago
and New York we are perfectly iocated to become a super city. Sitting between downtown and
Qakland is the key to the revitalization of a new renaissance reminiscent to the Mellon-Lawrence-
Kaufmann sponsored era. Isle of Capri or any other entity can start the flame. It will take the
spirit of the community to bring back this city, In my opinion only revitalization of the heart of the
city will in the long run be looked back on as the right move. It will result in our focal citizens the
likes of Ed Goldston, Sal Williams and others as well as national investors to view his clty &as the
type of turn around city worth investing in.

{f given the inspiration, that the impetus of the Isle of Capri's ptan would create, to rejuvenate the
weak link in the 5th ave. corridor from Point Park six miles east to Point Breeze. You would put
in place the chance Pgh. so badly needs to tum this city around.

Lets not forget how economically important the Penguins are to the future welfare of this city with
the import of fans from a150 mile area surrounding Pgh. We can ili afford to lose any of the
monuments that make up the pride of this great city. We have lost enough already. Lets not
forget Richard Mellon and David Lawrence and Edgar Kaufmann. We need to revive the spirt of
their day.

1 grew up on the 900 biock of 5th Ave and watched as they tore down the buildings that made
way for Chatham Center, At the hearings for people to voice their concems about the building of
Chatham Center a member of the York Fumiture Co., located across the street in the middle of
the 800-900 block. He explained to them the mistake they were making in not having retailing
store fronts on 5th Ave. Instead they were facing Chatham in the other direction. He was right,
but no one listened. The decislon was made and no one had the wisdom to intervene. The
mistake was a costly one for Chatham Center, and the people of the City of Pgh. They could
have taken advantage of Sth Ave and still can. There is a wonderful theater in Chatham Center
at the comner of 5th & Civic Arena Street, which has been closed for many years, that would
thrive if the license was given to Isle of Capri.

In the 40's & 50's the 5th Ave. wholesale merchants influenced a swell of traffic into the city with
merchants from over 100 miles away to purchase merchandise for their smaller town stores. |
hope to see traffic like that again for many more diversified reasons.

Not only is the 5th Ave location the connscting link to the revitatization of Pgh., but the Péngums
are the necessary link to making Pgh. a year round sports-entertainment-convention location for
the nation.

i hope that those who have the power to make the decision on the casino license will have the
wisdom and foresight to know they will determine the future of a wonderful and proud city with
their decision. 1t has been a long time since this city has been what it once was. it may not get a
chance like this again. The real question is which location will mean the most to Pgh. The Pgh.
community knows which one they want and need. | hope the committee can hear them.

If they took a six mite drive from polnt park to point breeze they would understand that this street
is the heart beat of Pittsburgh.

Jerome Dines
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‘Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: 5‘/\5 pr G OS{C H'

Address:

Telephot

Orgamzauon 1f any

Explagess . Meuosd ANMCIAL

o 5 TN PO S A L Gl e SN L= AL THE ol
COMMENTS: (P_lease use _sg:cond page if more s_;;ace is required)

D ———— e —_— S S

Dear PA Gaming Control Board,
I believe that the Isle of Capri’s proposal for the slots license is the best fit
for the city of Pittsburgh. It is truly a win/win situation. The Isle of Capri
1s awarded the slots license and the city gets a new arena, a casino, and a
neighborhood redevelopment deal for the hill district. All at no cost to the
taxpayers. We would be remiss in turning down such an opportunity. 1
don’t live in the city, but I do work in the city and I often stay in town after
work for shows, sporting events, and dinner. The proposal is a great way to
keep worker in town after five o’clock. I am also a Mellon volunteer for the
Penguins. I saw first hand how important the team is to the city of
Plttsburgh Even though they had a dismal season this year, the fan support
“Wwas incredible. ‘Imagine the excitement when the téam becomes competltlvc
: and shows off that talent in'a new arena. “Thearena would also bring’ina
large array of shows and concerts ‘that would also add to the attractiveness of
the city to visitors. Please choose the Isle of Capri to receive the slots
license. If the idea of a casino is to increase revenue to the city, the Isle of
Capri’s proposal could double that revenue. That would make a big
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Comments: Page 2 (continucd)

I, SUSAL GOTICH verify that the information contained in this written
comment 15 true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:

Name: L‘L Sl e vens ' -
Addres:

Telephe N

Otganization, if any:

Emplover:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more spacc is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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W_RITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the publlc input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvama Gammg Control Board prior to awardmg licenses for slot

© Operators;  w ¢ W - - et
Name: 3. '(/'7{ &lhe 6/’ gwles”
Address;__
Telephone:

Organization, if any:

Employer. y/acmrefiny (unty Gnpunsy (e
-

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

Once a neighborhood was torn down to build an arena. Now there’s a golden opportunity to tear
down an aged arena and rebuild that same neighborhood. This same opportunity also will help
ensure that Pittsburgh will not lose its NHL franchise.

To say that this is-not about hockey is ludicrous.- To the Penguins’ faithful, it is about hockey.
The potential economic impact of the Isle of Capri Plan has been well-documented. Their plans
to redevelop the Hill District and to build a new multi-purpose facility (at no cost to taxpayers)
where the Penguins would play are huge components of that impact.

Penguin fans love their team. That is evident from this past season’s attendance. This team
hovered near or at the bottom of the NHL standings the entire season; yet they showed the
greatest increase in attendance in the NHL, including several sold-out games.

As a season ticket holder, 1 can vouch that Penguin fans make game day or night an event, which
includes lunch or dinner and often, shopping. When there is a game scheduled, the entire area in
and around Mellon Arena pulses with activity. To silence it would be catastrophic for the region.
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

Isle of Capri offers a true win/win for Pittsburgh. As a frequent visitor to the city and all it has to
offer, I urge you to do what will truly best serve the needs of Pittsburgh and its citizens by

awarding a slots license to the Isle of Capni.

Thank you.
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T venfy that the information contained in this wntten
co is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.






